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COMMENT 


Profit  and  loss? 


It  has  been  a  week  for  news  about  drug 
prices.  The  Government  has  announced  a 
4  per  cent  cut  in  the  target  profit  margin 
of  the  pharmaceutical  industry,  and  a 
reduction  in  allowed  promotional 
expenditure  (pl085).  In  a  separate  move  it 
has  put  forward  proposals  for  regulating 
parallel  importing  in  a  way  which,  at  first 
sight,  can  only  encourage  the  process  and 
lead  to  further  price  confusion  (pl084). 
Where  this  will  leave  the  pharmacist 
contractor  is  a  matter  for  conjecture. 

Undoubtedly  the  Government  will  feel 
it  has  its  sums  right  in  respect  of  the  cuts 
—  if  only  because  the  decisions  have 
attracted  bitter  criticism  from  both  the 
industry  and  the  political  opposition. 
Neutrals  are  in  no  position  to  argue  either 
way,  because  details  of  transfer  pricing 
and  similar  practices  are  not  open  to  their 
scrutiny.  Only  in  the  longer  term  will  we 
know  whether  the  industry  finds  the  lower 
margins  and  promotional  opportunities 
just  cause  to  remove  their  research  and 
production  to  other,  more  welcoming, 
lands  —  or  whether  in  complaining  it  is 
crying  a  collective  "wolf".  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  UK 
remains  one  of  the  best  bases  for  trial  and 
development  work,  with  the  licensing 
authorities  having  a  constructive  rather 
than  repressive  attitude  to  both  research 
and  marketing. 

The  parallel  importing  proposals 
could  pose  an  even  greater  threat  to  the 
industry's  prosperity,  however  —  if  only 
because,  unlike  the  Pharmaceutical  Price 
Regulation  Scheme,  the  effects  will  be 
beyond  the  Government's  control.  The 
proposals  aim  to  prevent  abuse  of  the 
concessions  which  allow  pharmacists  to 
meet  demands  for  unlicensed  foreign 
products.  "Small  quantities"  will  be  the 
operative  words  in  future,  sufficient  only 
to  supply  the  requirements  of  the 
individual  practitioner. 

But  EEC  law  and  recent  court  rulings 
seem  to  have  left  the  DHSS  with  no 
option  other  than  to  legitimise  formally 


the  parallel  import,  even  to  the  extent  of 
obtaining  for  the  intending  importer  any 
documentation  not  currently  available  to 
him. 

It  seems  inevitable  that  the  result  will 
be  the  entry  of  established  wholesalers 
and  other  trusted  suppliers  into  the 
business  —  and  the  result  of  that  must  be 
a  still  further  reduction  in  drug  prices  as 
manufacturers  find  themselves  competing 
with  their  own  products  at  roughly  the 
prices  operating  in  the  cheapest  market  in 
the  world  (regretably,  the  proposals  for 
regulating  non-EEC  imports  seem  less 
than  perfect).  But  even  had  EEC  prices 
alone  been  the  criterion,  there  is  an 
artificial  base  provided  by  those  countries 
which  have  been  restricting  prices  of 
many  commodities  (the  car  industry  has 
already  suffered  from  this  apparently 
anti-Treaty  anomoly). 

The  industry  will  thus  find  itself 
chasing  its  own  tail  —  a  tail  that  has  been 
docked  at  that  —  and  may  well  find  even 
its  new  target  profit  level  impossible  to 
achieve. 

For  the  pharmacist  it  will  become  a 
matter  of  shopping  around  between  the 
best  overall  discounts  and  the  best  brand 
prices  (oh,  and  the  best  service,  if  such  a 
thing  will  still  be  available).  A  recent 
ruling  suggests  he  should  be  able  to  keep 
one-third  of  what  he  saves  through  these 
dealings.  What  price,  then,  a  cost-plus 
contract? 


Happy  Christmas 
and . . . 


May  we  wish  all  subscribers  and 
advertisers  a  joyful  festive  season  and 
a  very  prosperous  New  Year. 

Because  of  production  difficulties 
over  the  Christmas  /  New  Year  period, 
the  next  issue  of  Chemist  &  Druggist 
will  be  published  on  January  7. 
However,  a  Price  List  Supplement  will 
be  posted  out  to  subscribers  for  the 
week  ending  December  24. 
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THIS  WEEK'S  NEWS 


Import  proposals 
both  ease  and  control 


The  Goverment  has  announced  its  plans 
for  dealing  with  parallel  importing. 

The  proposals  would  regularise 
existing  importing  for  individual  patients 
but  would  also  facilitate  more  general 
parallel  importing  by  applying  modified 
product  licensing  procedures  to  medicines 
from  other  countries  within  the  European 
Community.  This,  says  the  Department 
of  Health,  would  enable  the  Licensing 
Authority  to  apply  all  the  necessary  safety 
controls  without  imposing  unacceptable 
barriers  to  EC  trade. 

However,  the  Exemption  Order  at 
present  allowing  individuals  to  parallel 
import  speculatively,  would  be  amended 
to  restrict  imports  to  small  stocks 
consistent  with  supplying  the 
requirements  of  individual  doctors  and 
dentists.  The  concession  would  be  limited 
to  products  not  available  on  the  UK 
Market. 

Medicines  indentical  to  products 
already  covered  by  a  Product  Licence  of 
Right  in  the  UK,  or  which  have  no 
"therapeutically  significant  differences" 
from  products  already  covered  by  a 
Product  Licence,  will  be  able  to  be 
imported  by  persons  other  than  the 
original  PL  holder  or  his  agent,  if  new 
Government  proposals  to  introduce  a 
Product  Licence  (Parallel  Import)  are 
introduced. 

In  either  case,  the  products  are 
effectively  covered  by  a  marketing 
authorisation  granted  by  the  regulatory 
authority  in  the  EC  country  from  which 
they  are  imported,  the  Department  of 
Health  says. 

If  the  applicant  importer  cannot 
supply  all  the  required  information 
concerning  the  product,  the  Licensing 
Authority  may  seek  it  from  the 
manufacturer  or  other  regulatory 
authority,  together  with  information 
about  manufacturing  arrangements. 

If  batch  control  documents  are  not 
available  to  the  importer  as  per  Article  22 
of  Directive  75/319/EEC  the  Commission 
has  followed  the  de  Peijper  judgment, 
suggesting  alternative  ways  in  which 
regulatory  authorities  may  verify  the 
controls  carried  out  by  a  manufacturer  in 
a  member  state. 

The  new  proposals  say  that,  wherever 
possible,  the  Licensing  Authority  will  lay 
down  a  presumption  of  conformity  with 
the  specifications  of  the  medicament  — 
checks  will  be  applied  in  a  proportion  of 
cases  or  where  there  are  special  problems. 
However,  it  may  require  the  PL(PI) 


licence  holder  to  provide  proof  of 
conformity  by  any  means  other  than  by 
documents  to  which  he  has  no  access. 

The  proposed  new  importation 
exemption  scheme  would  enable  small 
quantities  of  specially  imported  products 
to  be  stocked  for  sale  or  supply  by 
wholesale  dealers  or  retailers  for  the 
purpose  of  treatment  of  particular 
patients  in  accordance  with  GP  or 
hospital  prescription. 


Dutch  parallel  importers  Stephar  BV 
have  instructed  counsel  to  start 
immediate  proceedings  in  the  British 
courts  against  the  proposals  to  invoke 
a  ban. 

In  a  letter  to  UK  clients,  Stephar 
BV  say  such  a  ban  is  contra  legem, 
according  to  their  counsel.  "It  is  null 
and  void  in  respect  of  paragraphs  9-12 
and  30  of  the  EEC  Treaty." 


The  conditions  put  forward  are  that: 

1.  Notification  to  be  made  in  advance, 
and  indicating  name  of  products,  quantity 
to  be  imported,  name  and  address  of 
manufacturer,  and  supplier  if  different. 

2.  Importers  should  give  an  undertaking 
to  report  any  matters  coming  to  their 
attention  which  might  affect  the  safety  or 
quality  of  the  product. 

3.  No  advertisement  of  the  product 
should  be  permitted. 

4.  The  importer  should  maintain  records 
of  sale  and  supply  for  at  least  five  years 
and  make  these  available  to  the  Licensing 
Authority  on  demand. 

5.  Storage  arrangements  should  be 
satisfactory. 

6.  Confirmation  of  exemption  would 
normally  be  required  in  respect  of  each 
notification  with  discretion  for  LA  to  give 
extended  exemption  subject  to  continuing 
notification. 

7.  LA  to  have  discretion  to  refuse  or 
terminate  the  exemption  in  stated 
circumstances. 

The  grounds  on  which  refusal  / 
termination  of  any  exemption  may  be 
considered  are: 

1 .  False  or  incomplete  application. 

2.  LA  not  or  no  longer  satisfied  on 
grounds  of  patient  safety. 

3.  Importer  in  breach  of  conditions. 

4.  Product  already  licensed  and  marketed 
in  UK. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry 
welcomed  the  intention  to  close  the 
loophole  in  the  Exemption  Order. 


However,  the  ABPI  is  studying  the 
proposals  on  special  licensing  to  check 
that  they  do  not  encourage  the  extension 
of  parallel  importing.  "If  they  do,  it  will 
cause  very  great  harm  to  the  British-based 
industry. 

"The  real  problem,"  the  spokesman 
said,  "is  the  unfair  competition  from 
EEC  countries  that  are  imposing  artifical 
price  restrictions  on  pharmaceuticals.  The 
country  supplying  drugs  at  the  lowest 
prices  could  tend  to  dominate  the 
distribution  of  pharmaceuticals  in  the 
EEC." 

National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
director  Tim  Astill,  who  has  not  seen  the 
proposal  document  but  is  aware  of  its 
contents,  says:  "Pharmacists  need  to  be 
assured  by  the  British  Government 
through  the  Licensing  Authority  that  a 
parallel  imported  product  is  as  safe  and 
efficacious  and  of  as  good  quality  as  the 
licensed  product.  In  so  far  as  these 
proposals  lead  to  this,  we  welcome  them. 

"But  assurances  of  safety,  efficacy 
and  quality  are  only  tackling  half  the 
problem,  because  they  will  permit  the 
movement  of  pharmaceuticals  between 
member  states  without  doing  anything 
about  the  widely  differing  prices  that  are 
charged  in  different  European  countries. 

'Serious  consequences' 

"Free  movement  will  tend  to  reduce 
prices  throughout  Europe  to  the  lowest. 
This  will  have  very  serious  consequences 
for  the  pharmaceutical  manufacturing 
and  distribution  industry  throughout  the 
EEC,"  said  Mr  Astill. 

Alan  Smith,  chief  executive  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  said  he  was  pleased  the 
inappropriate  usage  of  the  Exemption 
Order  was  to  be  stopped.  However,  he 
thought  that  the  proposals  for  a  special 
licence  —  PL(PI)  —  would  enable  either 
existing  parallel  importers,  or  mainline 
wholesalers,  to  import  in  a  regularised 
way. 

Mr  Smith  foresaw  the  situation  where 
a  wholesaler  who  set  up  a  separate  parallel 
importing  company,  could  distribute 
those  medicines  to  pharmacists  at  reduced 
prices  —  these  products  could  not  be 
confused  with  other  discounted 
medicines.  The  pharmacist  would  be  able 
to  retain  at  least  one-third  of  the  price 
difference  between  the  product  as 
purchased  through  a  domestic  channel 
and  a  parallel  importer,  as  determined  in 
a  recent  ruling  of  the  EEC  Commission 
(C&D,  November  19,  p909). 

The  proposal  would  not  prevent  the 
importation  of  more  dubious 
pharmaceuticals  from  outside  the  EEC, 
Mr  Smith  said,  including  generics.  "I 
would  have  preferred  the  proposals  to 
have  covered  the  importing  of  all 
medicinal  products." 
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Industry  profits  cut 
in  PPRS  review 


A  cut  in  the  profit  margins  of 
pharmaceutical  companies,  coupled  with 
restrictions  on  promotional  expenditure, 
were  announced  by  Health  Minister  Mr 
Kenneth  Clarke  in  the  Commons  last 
week. 

The  new  arrangements,  which  the 
Government  estimates  will  eventually  save 
over  £100m  a  year  in  the  NHS  drug  bill, 
have  been  condemned  as  "unnecessarily 
harsh"  by  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry.  Mr  Michael 
Meacher,  Opposition  health  spokesman, 
described  the  measures  as  "a  completely 
inadequate  response  to  a  public  scandal  of 
enormous  proportions." 

The  Government  are  to  cut  profit 
margins  by  4  per  cent  by  reducing  the 
target  rate  of  profit  that  companies  can 
make  under  the  Pharmaceutical  Price 
Regulation  Scheme  from  the  present  level 
of  25  per  cent  to  around  21  per  cent. 
Under  the  PPRS  companies  are  assigned  a 
target  rate  of  profit  taking  into  account 
their  individual  circumstances. 

In  addition  the  discretionary  10  per 
cent  which  the  Department  of  Health 
allows  when  companies  exceed  their  target 
profit  rates  —  the  so-called  "grey  area" 
—  is  to  be  tightened  up  and  related  more 
closely  to  a  company's  circumstances. 

Companies  will  be  told  what  their 
individual  target  profits  are  very  shortly. 

Sales  promotion,  which  is  funded 
largely  from  NHS  sales  and  on  which 
£180m  will  be  spent  this  year,  is  also  to  be 
cut.  The  Government  proposes  that 
firstly,  companies  be  asked  to  repay  to  the 
Department  of  Health  a  sum  equivalent  to 
any  sales  promotion  expenditure  which 
exceeds  the  level  allowed  under  the 
scheme:  and  second,  that  the  industry 
limit  should  be  reduced  from  the  present 
level  of  10  per  cent  of  turnover  to  9  per 
cent  of  turnover  in  1985-86. 

"We  estimate  that  when  fully 
implemented  these  measures  should 
reduce  actual  expenditure  on  sales 
promotion  by  25  per  cent,  but  we  will 
review  this  area  again  to  see  if  any  further 
reduction  can  be  made,"  Mr  Clarke  said. 

All  the  measures  announced  will  take 
effect  from  April  1,  1984,  and  will 
produce  savings  on  the  NHS  drug  bill 
rising  on  present  estimates  from  £65m  in 
1984-85  to  well  over  £100m  in  later  years, 
said  Mr  Clarke.  "This  compares  with  the 
industry's  total  profit  from  sales  in  the 
UK  in  1983  of  an  estimated  £200m.  The 
changes  mean  that  the  price  freeze  on 
drugs  —  introduced  in  August  as  part  of 
the  £25m  savings  agreed  then  —  will 
continue,  with  few  exceptions,  through 
1984-85  and  beyond.  Furthermore,  the 
price  freeze  will  be  at  the  level  established 
by  the  2.5  per  cent  of  August." 

Predictably,  the  ABPI  has  reacted 
strongly  to  the  proposals.  The  cuts  are 
likely  to  damage  seriously  the  innovative 


and  export  capacity  of  the  industry, 
currently  producing  a  balance  of 
payments  surplus  for  the  UK  of  £600m  a 
year,  it  says. 

The  Association  asserts  the  actual 
profits  made  by  the  industry  are 
reasonable  because  of  the  high  risk  nature 
of  the  business.  "It  is  inequitable  that  the 
profit  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry  is 
being  cut  by  more  than  25  per  cent  while 
the  profitability  of  industry  in  general  is 
being  encouraged  to  rise  and  is  likely  to 
increase  by  25  per  cent  this  year,"  a 
spokesman  said. 

In  its  submission  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  PPRS  review  the  ABPI  says 
that,  with  a  domestic  market  worth  only  4 
per  cent  of  that  of  the  world,  1 1  per  cent 
of  the  world  pharmaceutical  research  and 
12  per  cent  of  world  exports  were  derived 
from  the  UK. 

ABPI  critical 

The  ABPI  is  highly  critical  of  the  decision 
to  cut  profit  rates  by  4  per  cent,  which,  it 
says,  is  based  on  a  misleading  statement 
by  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  that  in 
1978  the  21  per  cent  return  on  capital 
earned  under  the  PPRS  was  5  percentage 
points  above  the  return  for  UK  industry 
generally. 

"It  is  on  these  5  percentage  points  we 
have  been  crucified,"  said  Mr  Arthur 
Gerwood,  chairman  of  the  PPRS 
advisory  group  of  the  ABPI. 

Concern  is  also  expressed  over  the 
move  to  tighten  up  the  "grey  area."  This 
recognises  special  circumstances  which 
push  profits  above  the  agreed  target,  such 
as  a  high  level  of  exports,  or  the  launch  of 
a  new  "breakthrough"  drug.  The  grey 
area  concept  is  regarded  as  particularly 
appropriate  to  a  research-based  industry 
in  that  it  prevents  a  cost-plus  philosophy 
and  does  offer  the  possibility  that  success 
can  be  rewarded. 


PSNC's  view . . . 


The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  expects  the 
announcement  of  cuts  in  profits  on  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  to  have  little 
effect  on  chemists'  remuneration. 

Mr  Alan  Smith,  chief  executive  of 
the  PSNC,  said  that  if  prices  were 
reduced  then  on-cost  would  be  lower, 
but  "our  system  will  pay  out  in  other 
ways." 

□  The  DHSS  estimates  that  of  the 
total  saving  from  the  price  cut  and  the 
price  freeze  announced  in  August, 
approximately  83  per  cent  will  come 
from  industry  profits,  5  per  cent  from 
re-imbursement  of  chemists  and  12  per 
cent  from  the  discounts  allowed  by 
companies  to  wholesalers. 


"The  grey  area  is  seen  by  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  as  a  fundamental 
aspect  of  the  PPRS  and  any  significant 
reduction  in  the  size  of  the  grey  area 
would  be  seen  as  highly  prejudicial  to  any 
continuation  of  the  scheme,"  the  ABPI 
said  in  its  submission. 

The  UK  already  spends  a  lower 
proportion  of  sales  on  promotion  than 
any  other  developed  country,  says  the 
ABPI.  Promotion  includes  the  provision 
of  medical  information,  training  and  the 
collection  of  adverse  reaction  data  by 
representatives,  it  says.  The  proportion  of 
promotion  spent  on  journal  advertising 
and  direct  mail  is  just  over  3  per  cent  of 
sales. 

Other  matters  arising  from  the  PPRS 
review  still  to  be  resolved  include  a  study 
of  transfer  prices,  and  a  Departmental 
study  of  wholesalers'  profit  margins. 

Commons  unhappy 


Cuts  in  the  profits  of  pharmaceutical 
companies  and  the  new  restrictions  on 
their  promotional  expenditure  imposed  by 
the  Government  came  under  fire  from 
both  sides  of  the  Commons  last  week. 

Labour  MPs  accused  the  Government 
of  a  "sell-out"  and  argued  that  the  drug 
companies  would  still  make  excessive 
profits  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer. 

Critics  on  the  Government 
backbenches  argued  that  a  more 
determined  effort  should  have  been  made 
to  reduce  the  size  of  the  NHS  drug  bill  by 
measures  to  limit  over-prescribing  and  to 
encourage  the  wider  use  of  generics. 

Mr  Michael  Meacher,  Opposition 
health  spokesman,  said  that  54  out  of  the 
65  companies  that  supply  the  NHS  are 
foreign-based,  and  that  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  estimated  profits 
from  the  NHS  were  understated  via 
transfer  prices  and  creative  accounting. 

Mr  Willie  Hamilton  (Lab)  said  there 
would  be  widespread  condemnation  of 
what  will  be  regarded  as  an  inadequate 
response  to  the  PAC  recommendations. 

Mrs  Jill  Knight  (Cons)  called  on  the 
Minister  to  spell  out  of  the  implications  of 
the  new  arrangements  for  chemists' 
shops.  "Many  people  will  be  most 
anxious  that  there  should  not  be  the 
closure  of  chemists'  shops  which  are 
badly  needed  in  many  areas." 

Mrs  Knight  suggested  that  the 
Government  might  have  shot  the  "wrong 
fox"  because  many  doctors  prescribe 
drugs  over  and  over  again  for  patients 
without  bothering  to  examine  them. 

Mr  Clarke,  Health  Minister,  explained 
that  the  payments  made  to  pharmacists 
were  on  the  basis  of  re-imbursement  for 
the  cost  of  drugs  they  supplied  to  patients. 

"Nevertheless,  there  are  problems 
between  ourselves  and  the  pharmacists, 
most  of  which  were  not  intended  by  either 
side.  I  look  forward  to  more  negotiations 
with  the  PSNC  in  the  New  Year  about  our 
present  difficulties  and  about  a  better 
form  of  contact  for  the  future.  This 
should  help  to  guard  against  the  closure 
of  rural  pharmacies,"  said  Mr  Clarke. 
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Society's  right  to 
prosecute  non- 
members  upheld 

The  right  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  to  prosecute  non-member 
wholesalers  who  contravene  regulations 
made  under  the  1968  Medicines  Act  was 
upheld  in  the  high  court  in  London  last 
week.  Two  judges  rejected  the  argument 
that  the  Society's  watchdog  powers  were 
restricted  to  its  own  members. 

Lord  Justice  Stephen  Brown  and  Mr 
Justice  Taylor  dismissed  an  appeal  by  a 
firm  of  West  Country  medicinal  supplies 
wholesalers  who  were  fined  a  total  of  £200 
last  January  for  unlawfully  selling  a 
veterinary  medicine  to  a  retailer  not  listed 
under  the  Medicines  (Exemption  from 
Restriction  on  the  Retail  Sale  or  Supply  of 
Veterinary  Drugs)  Order  1979. 

Mr  William  Eva  and  Ms  Patricia  Eva 
(trading  as  Exmoor  Wholesale  Supplies), 
of  East  Anstey,  Tiverton,  Devon, 
admitted  at  South  Molton  Magistrates 
Court  that  they  had  committed  the 
offences.  But  they  challenged  their 
convictions  on  the  grounds  that  the 
prosecution  should  have  been  brought, 
not  by  the  Society,  but  by  the  appropriate 


government  minister. 

Mr  John  Ungley,  counsel  for  the  Evas, 
told  the  judges:  "This  matter  is  clearly  of 
considerable  importance  to  the 
professional  bodies.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  those  who  represent  the 
wholesalers  have  had,  it  would  seem,  a 
number  of  differences  of  opinion  on  the 
subject." 

It  was  later  indicated  that  one  of  the 
bodies  very  concerned  was  the  British 
Distributors  of  Animal  Health  Medicine 
Assocation. 

Mr  Ungley  argued  it  would  be 
contrary  to  government  legislation  for  the 
Society  to  have  powers  over  those  were 
not  its  own  members. 

Society  acting  properly 

Dismissing  the  appeal,  Lord  Justice 
Brown  said:  "I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Society  was  properly  exercising  its  powers 
and  discharging  the  duty  which  the  1968 
Medicine  Act  lays  upon  it." 

He  said  section  108  6(b)  put  the 
Society  under  a  duty,  concurrent  with  that 
of  the  appropriate  government  minister, 
to  enforce  the  regulations  which 
controlled  the  supply  of  medicines  to  and 
from  retail  premises.  The  wholesalers' 
action  of  selling  medicinal  products  to  a 
retailer  brought  them  within  the  scope  of 
the  Society's  policing  powers. 


NPA  places  more 
emphasis  on  PR 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
is  to  encourage  members  to  write  to  their 
MPs  and  to  attend  their  surgeries,  to 
make  them  aware  of  how  their  pharmacist 
constituents  are  being  "hit"  by  the 
clawback,  and  how  leapfrogging 
highlights  the  need  for  rational  location. 

The  need  for  more  positive  publicity 
on  NHS  matters  was  stressed  by  various 
Board  members  at  their  November 
meeting.  Board  members  decided  to 
submit  themselves  to  a  course  of  media 
interview  training  so  that  when 
interviewed,  they  would  be  better  able  to 
ensure  that  community  pharmacy  and  the 
problems  facing  members  were  dealt  with 
"sympathetically". 

Several  Board  members  had  already 
been  asked  to  appear  on  radio  or 
television  and  all  realised  the  importance 
of  making  the  most  of  such  opportunities. 

□  Revised  Code  of  Ethics.  The 
parliamentary  and  new  legislation 
subcommittee  had  completed  their  in- 
depth  study  of  the  new  Pharmaceutical 
Society  Code  and  were  mainly  in 
agreement  with  the  revision.  Their 
suggestions  for  minor  amendments,  and  a 
few  substantive  comments  were  accepted 
by  the  Board  and  would  be  submitted  to 
the  PSGB  Council. 

□  Parliamentary  business.  The  Board 
would  submit  a  letter  to  the  committee  of 
inquiry  into  Sunday  trading  regulations 
pointing  out  the  particular  problems 

I     faced  by  pharmacists  —  especially  their 


obligations  under  the  NHS  contract.  The 
Board  reaffirmed  current  NPA  policy 
that  there  should  be  no  change  in  these 
regulations. 

□  Scholl  distribution.  The  Board  would 
ask  Scholl  to  ensure  fair  distribution 
between  pharmacies  and  Scholl  shops, 
especially  where  supplies  were  insufficient 
to  meet  overall  demand.  The  general 
purposes  committee  had  considered  an 
NPA  member's  complaint  that  Scholl 
appeared  to  be  resorting  to  deliberate 
channelling  of  stock  away  from  his 
pharmacy  towards  a  neighbouring  Scholl 
shop. 

□  Open  University  closed  to 
pharmacists?  The  OU  is  planning  the 
formation  of  a  primary  health  care  unit  to 
provide  educational  courses  on  primary 
care  subjects.  The  main  team  members 
include  general  practitioners  and 
community  and  social  services  personnel 
but  not  pharmacists.  The  NPA  office  had 
written  to  the  organisers  suggesting  the 
inclusion  of  pharmacists  within  their  list 
of  professions. 

□  NPA  computer  exhibitions.  Over  500 
members  attended  the  exhibitions 
covering  the  four  areas  of  Sunderland, 
Swansea,  Birmingham  and  Plymouth  in 
October  and  November. 

[J  Business  services.  Following  reports  of 
successful  colour  processing  installations 
in  pharmacies  with  high  throughput  of 
disc  and  roll  films,  a  marketing  agreement 
has  been  reached  with  Kis  Services  (UK) 
Ltd  whereby  members  would  enjoy 
special  buying  terms  for  the  Photokis 
photo  processing  systems. 


MPs  told  generic 
substitution  is  out 

The  Government  will  not  be  proceeding 
with  plans  to  introduce  generic 
substitution,  Mr  Kenneth  Clarke, 
Minister  for  Health,  told  the  Commons 
last  week. 

However,  a  new  campaign  to 
encourage  generic  prescribing  by  doctors 
is  to  be  started. 

A  number  of  reasons  were  given  by  Mr 
Clarke  for  dropping  generic  substitution. 
The  Greenfield  Committee,  which  framed 
the  original  proposal,  acknowledged  that 
it  had  not  taken  account  of  the  wider 
implications  on  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  of  the  recommendation,  and 
professional  opinion  was  divided. 

"GPs  and  pharmacists  foresaw 
problems  of  divided  responsibilities  for 
the  treatment  of  patients.  The  various 
procedures  considered  all  raised  serious 
practical  problems." 

Criticism  of  the  decision  came  from 
both  sides  of  the  Commons.  Dr  Brian 
Mawhinney  (Con)  said  that  the  statement 
was  "a  great  disappointment  and 
regrettably  will  be  seen  as  a  triumph  for 
vested  interests  in  the  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  professions  over  the  needs 
of  patients." 

Mr  Jack  Ashley  (Lab)  accused  the 
Government  of  adopting  a  "cowardly 
approach"  in  running  away  from  generic 
substitution. 

Speaking  for  the  Liberal/SDP 
alliance,  Mr  Clement  Freud  (Lib)  said  the 
advertising  cutback  was  welcome,  but  the 
failure  to  do  anything  about  generic 
substitution  was  bitterly  disappointing. 

Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  reminded  the  House 
that  80  per  cent  of  the  drugs  prescribed  on 
the  NHS  were  branded  and  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  reckoned  that  on 
ten  drugs  alone  there  would  be  savings  of 
£25m  if  it  was  introduced. 

Mr  Clarke  reminded  MPs  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  passed  a 
"distinctly  inconclusive"  resolution  on 
the  professional  aspects  of  substitution.  A 
halfway  house  scheme  which  was 
acceptable  to  the  British  Medical 
Association  would  only  produce  savings 
of  £5m  in  a  full  year. 

"Given  that  we  are  reducing  our  costs 
substantially,  and  that  we  can  proceed  to 
encourage  better  generic  prescribing,  I  see 
no  point  in  going  in  for  that  kind  of 
compromise  proposal  worth  little  money 
but  opening  up  a  considerable  amount  of 
professional  controversy." 

Lord  Winstanley,  a  former  "radio 
doctor"  and  the  Liberal  spokesman  in  the 
Lords  on  health  matters,  said  it  could  not 
be  right  that  a  chemist  should  have  to 
stock  some  120  named  preparations,  or 
100  anti-histamines  merely  to  satisfy  the 
"conservative  idiosyncrasies"  of  elderly 
doctors  who  were  resistant  to  change. 

He  also  pointed  out  that  prescription 
charges  tended  to  encourage  bulk 
prescribing,  which  could  also  be  wasteful. 
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Flosint  withdrawn 


Another  anti-arthritic  drug  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  market. 

The  product  licence  of  Flosint  was 
suspended  late  on  Tuesday  afternoon  by 
the  regulatory  authorities.  The  drug  was 
marketed  in  the  UK  in  September  1982, 
and  is  currently  being  used  by  an 
estimated  10,000  patients. 

A  post-marketing  survey  released  to 
the  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  by 
manufacturers  Farmitalia  Carlo  Erba 
gave  rise  to  concern  over  the  number  of 
gastrointestinal  related  adverse  reactions. 
The  CSM  has  received  217  reports  of 
adverse  effects,  and  seven  deaths  are 
attributed  to  the  drug. 

Pharmacists  presented  with 
prescriptions  for  Flosint  are  advised  to 
contact  the  prescribing  doctor.  Patients 
should  also  be  referred  back  to  their  GP. 

Three  non-steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory drugs  have  already  been 
withdrawn  in  the  past  12  months,  starting 
with  Opren  and  followed  by  Zomax  and 
Osmosin.  The  CSM's  broad  review  of  this 
class  of  drugs  is  due  to  be  completed  in 
January. 

Shop  closes  down 
after  119  years 

After  60  years  in  pharmacy  Mr  C.  A.  Park 
will  close  his  shop  in  Plymouth  for  the  last 
time  on  New  Year's  Eve. 

Mr  Park  took  over  the  pharmacy,  in 
1933,  from  his  father  who  bought  the 
shop  in  the  early  1890s.  Mr  Park  says  it 
was  originally  opened  by  a  Mr  Saunders 
in  1864. 

Unfortunately  Mr  Park  believes  the 
pharmacy  is  no  longer  a  going  concern, 
and  it  will  be  swallowed  up  by  the  Co-op 
flanking  it  on  either  side. 

All  the  original  fittings  are  still  in  use, 
including  some  15-gallon  carboys,  brass 
scales  and  glass-fronted  showcases. 

Indeed  Mr  Park  wrote  to  C&D  on 
pre-1939  chemist  demy  as  he  had  run  out 
of  letter  headed  paper. 

The  contents  of  the  shop  are  to  be  sold 
by  auction  on  January  18,  1984. 

Several  "nostrums"  are  available 
from  Mr  Park's  pharmacy  in  Mutley 
Plain,  including  "skin  lotion",  "cough 
mixture"  and  "wind  mixture".  Mr  Park 
says  he  sells  only  "general  pharmacy 
lines"  —  not  "cut-price"  or  "special- 
offer"  goods  and  he  concentrates  on 
recommending  those  products  which  are 
not  heavily  advertised. 

One  item  "missing"  in  Mr  Park's 
pharmacy  is  a  typewriter.  He  believes  it  is 
easier  to  concentrate  and  spot  mistakes 
when  writing  labels  by  hand  and  that  it 
gives  a  more  personal  touch. 

Something  you  would  find,  however, 
is  a  current  copy  of  C&D.  That  is  one 
change  Mr  Park  made  when  he  took  over 
from  his  father,  who  only  took  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  because  he 
considered  C&D  too  commercial! 


Gary  Mcintosh  of  I.  Noble,  Forres, 
Morayshire  (right)  being  congratulated  on 
winning  first  prize  in  the  Rennie  window 
display  competition,  by  Jim  Marshall  of 
Nicholas  Laboratories.  First  prize  was  a 
holiday  for  two  in  New  York 


GSL  proposals 


The  Department  of  Health  has  circulated 
proposals  for  a  General  Sales  List  Order 
relating  to  veterinary  drugs,  following  the 
proposal  to  separate  the  human  and 
veterinary  components  of  the  General 
Sales  List  Order  1980. 

All  references  to  products  solely  for 
human  use  will  be  removed  from  the  text 
of  the  Order  and  Schedules  1,3,5  and 
part  1  of  6  of  the  1 980  order  will  be 
omitted. 

It  is  proposed  to  amalgamate  the  two 
schedules  for  licence  of  right  products  and 
products  with  a  full  licence,  listing  all 
products  by  substances  they  contain. 

Organisations  representing  licence 
holders  are  urged  to  check  the  proposed 
schedule  to  ensure  all  appropriate 
ingredients  have  been  included. 


A  question  of  fibre 


Bayer  are  to  modify  an  advertisement  for 
Vita  Fibre  tablets,  following  a  complaint 
by  a  member  of  the  public  to  the 
Advertising  Standards  Authority. 

It  was  considered  by  ASA  that  the 
headline  and  advertisement  copy 
exaggerated  the  benefits  of  the  tablets. 

The  advertisement  was  headed 
"There's  got  to  be  an  easier  way  of  taking 
35g  of  fibre  a  day"  and  claimed 
".  .  .  thanks  to  new  Vita  Fibre  tablets, 
there  is  now  an  easier  and  convenient  way 
to  significantly  increase  your  fibre 
intake."  The  complainant  said  this  was 
unjustified  as  each  tablet  contained  only 
0.37g  of  natural  fibre. 

The  Authority  sought  independent 
expert  advice  which  confirmed  that  the 
tablets  contained  no  less  than  60  per  cent 
dietary  fibre,  as  stated  in  the  advertisement. 

It  was  noted,  however,  that  the 
headline  reference  to  35g  of  fibre  was 
assuming  a  normal  fibre  intake  of  20g  a 
day.  The  tablets  therefore,  were  designed 
to  contribute  only  15g  per  day,  which  was 
not  clear  from  the  advertisement.  In  any 
event  some  40  tablets  would  be  required 
to  make  up  the  15g. 


Pharmacy  numbers  up 


The  number  of  registered  pharmacy 
premises  increased  by  18  to  10,946  in 
November. 

There  were  29  additions  and  1 5 
deletions  in  England  (excluding  London). 
London  saw  no  change  with  four 
additions  and  four  deletions.  Scotland 
had  an  increase  of  three  and  Wales  one. 


Provisional  date  for 
discount  hearing 

The  Post-1980  Contractors  Committee 
has  been  given  a  provisional  date  for  the 
judicial  hearing  on  discounting  — 
February  16-17  next  year. 

The  court  is  to  be  asked  to  decide 
whether  the  Secretary  for  Social  Services 
has  the  power:  to  recover  discounts;  to 
claw  back  discounts  retrospectively,  and 
to  claw  back  discounts  from  people  who 
have  never  received  them. 


Tackling  CD  abuse 

Leon  Brittan,  Home  Secretary,  told  the 
London  Diplomatic  Association  this  week 
of  action  for  tackling  what  he  described  as 
"an  alarming  upsurge  in  the  abuse  of 
dangerous  drugs". 

The  UK  will  ratify  the  1971 
Convention  on  Psychotropic  Substances 
which  extends  international  controls  to 
synthetic  drugs  like  barbiturates.  There 
will  be  better  security  for  stored  drugs 
following  recommendations  of  the 
Advisory  Council  on  the  Misuse  of  Drugs, 
Mr  Brittan  said.  Doctors  will  have  to  be 
licenced  to  prescribe  dipipanone  for 
addicts.  The  Home  Secretary  is 
considering  extending  the  list  to  include 
all  opoid  controlled  drugs. 

Barbiturates  are  to  be  included  within 
the  scope  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act. 

In  future  the  Home  Secretary  will  be 
prepared  to  issue  temporary  directions  to 
stop  doctors  prescribing  while  they  are 
under  examination  for  having  prescribed 
irresponsibly. 


Dr  Dasraith  Rai 


Dr  Dasraith  Rai's  name  has  been  ordered 
to  be  removed  from  the  Medical  Register. 
He  has  28  days,  from  December  5,  to 
appeal  against  this  erasure  but  has  not 
been  suspended  from  the  Register  pending 
appeal  as  reported  last  week  (pl050). 

The  Secretary  for  Social  Services 
directed,  on  November  10,  that  Dr  Rai  of 
44  Harley  Street,  London  Wl  is  prohibited 
from  prescribing,  administering  and 
supplying,  and  from  authorising  the 
administration  and  supply  of:  dipipanone, 
dextromoramide  and  methylphenidate, 
any  of  their  stereoisomeric  forms,  or  salts, 
or  preparations  or  other  product 
containing  these  substances. 


Chemist  &  Druggist  17/24/31  December  1983 


1087 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 


Beecham  Proprietaries  are  offering 
readers  a  second  chance  to  enter  the 
Andron  competition  (see  pl089  of  this 
issue).  First  prize  is  a  diamond  and 
sapphire  brooch  valued  at  £1,000  rsp. 

Typographical  errors  in  the 
original  competition  made  the 
crossword  somewhat  harder  than  was 
originally  intended.  The  judges  have 
therefore  decided  to  declare  it  void  and 
run  a  second  competition  —  hopefully 
this  time  without  the  accidental 
hindrances! 

The  lucky  prizewinner  who 
successfully  completes  the  crossword 
will  receive  Jovan's  newest  fragrance 
Andron  and  the  beautiful  brooch. 


PEOPLE 


Reverend  Seymour  D.  Harris,  MPS, 

Teddington,  Middlesex,  was  interviewed 
on  LBC  Radio  on  Sunday  morning. 
Reverend  Harris  qualified  as  a  pharmacist 
in  1964  and  managed  Boots'  branches  in 
Hayes  and  Twickenham  until  four  years 
ago  when  he  became  priest  of  St  Michael 
and  St  George's  Parish,  Fulwell.  He  was 
interviewed  about  a  newly-converted 
parish  centre  which  is  to  be  used  for 
general  community  events.  Reverend 
Harris  still  works  two  days  a  week  for 
Boots  at  West  Ealing  and  at  East  Cheam. 


Dr  John  Midgley,  senior  lecturer  in 
pharmaceutical  chemistry  at  London 
University,  has  been  appointed  professor 
of  pharmacy  at  Strathclyde  University. 
He  takes  up  the  post  from  January  1 , 
1984. 

He  joined  the  staff  of  the  school  of 
pharmacy,  University  of  London,  as  an 
assistant  lecturer.  In  1965  he  was  awarded 
his  PhD. 


Seaweed 


Its  amazing  what  people  will  eat  if  they 
are  told  it  will  do  them  good.  Of  course 
the  Japanese  eat  seaweed,  but  not,  so  far 
as  I  know,  for  any  particular  "health" 
angle,  more  as  a  matter  of  ordinary 
nourishment.  The  taste  being  acquired, 
no  doubt,  in  the  same  way  as  we  learned 
to  eat  cabbage. 

I  once  lived  for  a  time  on  a  wild  and 
forbidding  cliff-girt  sea  coast,  where  seals 
came  to  mate  in  colonies,  and  the 
fisherman  waged  a  surreptitious  war  on 
them  among  the  kelp.  The  fisherwives 
used  to  make  a  soup  from  fine  seaweeds 
to  boost  the  food  supply.  After  I  came 
into  pharmacy  I  learned  it  was  called 
Carrageen,  or  Irish  Moss. 

But  today  we  are  told  we  ordinary 
earth  dwellers  have  been  missing  out  on 
something  vital  to  our  wellbeing  —  Sea- 
bio  (last  week,  pl054).  Formerly  only 
available  on  mail-order  it  is  now  to  be 
made  available  to  the  retail  trade.  Just  a 
blend  of  pure  seaweeds  with  no  drugs, 
synthetics  or  chemicals  added,  at  £3.75 
for  60  capsules. 

Just  a  thought.  If  it  comes  from  the 
Irish  Sea  perhaps  as  an  added  incentive, 
the  makers  could  provide  a  free  Geiger 
counter? 


Shareholdings 


You  will  have  read  the  news  of  the 
proposed  formal  break  between  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Assocation  and 
NPU  Marketing,  which  formed  the  ICML 
and  Numark  voluntary  trading  group  (last 
week,  pi 048). 

I  found  the  actual  statement  rather 
hard  to  follow.  All  I  know  is  that 
orginally  it  was  decided  by  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  to  call  on  members 
to  finance  our  own  company,  whose  aims 
I  understood  to  be  the  establishment  of  a 
new  range  of  "own-brand"  products,  to 
give  us  a  first  class  second  string  to  the 
national  brand  leaders,  which  at  that  time 
were  just  beginning  to  be  price-cut.  I 
didn't  reaslise  it  was  18  years  ago. 

I  can't  remember  it  being  set  up  to 
finance  independent  wholesalers  but  I 
must  be  getting  old.  I  have  been  a  bit 
concerned  at  the  way  the  money  appeared 
to  be  invested  in  stocks  and  shares,  not 
what  I  envisaged  when  I  advanced  my 
contribution  —  at  the  time  it  represented 
a  lot  of  money  for  me  to  give  for  an  idea. 

In  common  with  other  shareholders  I 
got  behind  the  new  products  and  over  the 
years  helped  their  firm  establishment. 
While,  in  a  way,  the  annual  dividend  on 
the  share  capital  was  acceptable  it  came 


nowhere  near  the  return  I  normally  made 
on  money  invested  in  my  own  business. 
And,  I  must  admit,  I  sometimes  regretted 
the  emotional  moment  of  buying  my 
shares,  when  trying  to  cope  with  some  of 
the  supply  and  wholesaler  problems  we 
have  known  from  NPA  appointees  .  .  . 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  principles  of 
the  wholesalers  already  holding  50  per 
cent  of  NPU  Marketing  Ltd,  who  have 
generously  and  unanimously  agreed  to 
take  up  the  balance  of  the  shares  in  the 
company  we  helped  to  build,  realise  they 
will  be  expected  to  buy  at  today's  value?  I 
don't  want  to  see  a  cosy  top-level  carve 
up.  And  while  we're  at  it,  the  investment 
folio,  after  18  years,  ought  to  have 
produced  an  index-linked  return  on  the 
capital  invested,  should  it  not?  If  not, 
why  not?  Let's  make  this  an  interesting 
extraordinary  general  meeting  in  the  New 
Year,  by  asking  the  right  questions,  and 
demanding  the  right  answers. 


Unintentional! 


"I  didn't  mean  it,  Guv!"  So  says  Mr  John 
Patten,  referring  to  dispensing  doctors' 
profits  from  drug  purchases.  He  goes  on: 
"Direct  reimbursements  to  doctors  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  ...  are  designed  to 
reflect  only  the  purchase  price  .  .  .  and  do 
not  contain  any  element  of  profits." 

Right  then.  Since  doctors'  accounts 
are  not  complicated  by  retail  sales,  surely 
if  what  Mr  Patten  says  is  correct,  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  the  drugs  bills 
for  a  practice  being  settled  by  the  DHSS, 
direct,  via  a  simple  "clearing  house" 
scheme,  without  the  need  for  the  doctors 
to  dip  into  their  bank  accounts?  Grateful 
thanks  to  Mr  Bond  (Jnr)  who  suggested 
the  idea  as  a  way  for  us  to  avoid  the 
arguments  about  drug  costs,  but  which 
would  be  hard  to  apply  in  pharmacy.  But 
for  the  doctors  it  would  appear  to  be 
tailor  made. 


Salt  free 


We  must  all  have  received  the  dead-pan 
letter  from  Mr  Bernard  Hardisty  which 
noted  that  Beechams  and  Bovril  have 
"drawn  his  attention"  to  the  naming  of 
products  whose  manufacture  and 
registered  trade  names  belonged  to  them 
in  a  Selora  leaflet.  It  is  a  pity  this  chart 
should  be  blighted  by  interests  which 
appear,  by  their  action,  to  wish  to  keep 
secret  their  very  high  concentration  of 
salt.  As  a  pharmacist  I  am  frequently 
asked  for  guidance  on  the  salt  content  of 
various  foods.  I  cannot  believe  that 
Beechams  do  themselves  any  good  by 
trying  to  suppress  a  document  naming  one 
of  their  products. 


Mr  Tom  McClure  was  installed  as 
president  of  the  Ulster  Chemists ' 
Association  by  the  outgoing  president 
Mr  John  Kirk,  on  December  6.  Mr 
McClure  qualified  in  1950  and,  after  a 
number  of  years  as  a  medical 
representative  with  Fisonsand  W.R. 
Warner,  acquired  his  own  business  at 
Caslereagh  Road,  Belfast.  Later  he 
took  over  one  of  Belfast's  oldest 
pharmacies  from  H.  Todd,  Holywood 
Road 
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ANDRON 

BT  JOVAN 

'he  pheromone  based  fragrance  for  man 
ientifically  created  to  attract  woman. " 


Jovan's 


BY  JOVAN 


"The  pheromone  based  fragrance  for  woman 
scientifically  created  to  attract  man.  " 


Glittering  Prize 


WIN  —  A  sparkling  JOVAN  fragrance  and  jewellery  to  match! 

For  our  lucky  prize-winner  we're  offering  JOVAN's  newest  fragrance  ANDRON  and  this  fabulous 
diamond  and  sapphire  brooch  worth  £1 ,000  at  R.S.P. 

JOVAN'S  ANDRON  fragrance  is  something  special.  Pheromone-based,  its  appeal  is  modern,  its  basis 
scientific,  and  like  natural  scent  stimuli  its  intention  is  to  create  an  immediate  reaction  and  a  closer 
liaison  between  the  two  sexes.  Once  again  JOVAN  have  produced  a  first  class  fragrance  in  two 
different  versions  -  ANDRON  COLOGNE  for  WOMAN  and  ANDRON  AFTERSHAVE  for  MAN.  And 
once  again  they  are  proving  their  theory  that  there  is  double  the  power,  the  potency  and  the  pleasure 
to  be  derived  from  fragances  shared. 

Here's  the  chance  to  mix  the  magic  of  a  sexy  new  fragrance  with  the  allure  of  an  outstanding  piece  of 
jewellery.  Simply  complete  the  crossword  on  this  page  and  if  yours  is  the  first  correct  solution 
opened,  both  the  brooch,  plus  a  complete  set  of  ANDRON  COLOGNE  for  WOMAN  and  ANDRON 
AFTERSHAVE  for  MAN  will  be  your  glittering  prize. 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


1 . 

Famous  Roman  Emperor's 

1 . 

This  aromatic  ball  used  to 

wife 

ward  off  infections? 

5. 

Animal  perfume  — very 

2. 

All  the  ...  of  Arabia  could 

potent 

not  sweeten  this  little  hand 

7. 

Spoil 

(quot.  Shakespeare) 

8. 

French  department 

3. 

Primitive  computer 

9. 

Pacific  island 

4. 

Famous  Jovan  fragrance 

10. 

Lyric  poems 

5. 

Most  famous  resting  place 

13. 

Does  this  have  a  sore  point? 

6. 

Part  of  plant 

(anag.) 

11. 

Inwardly  glowing  yet  there's 

14. 

Type  of  sword 

loneliness  here 

18. 

Noisy  cards 

12. 

A  cold  start  for  this  perfume 

19. 

Fetch 

ingredient 

21. 

Sticks 

15. 

Involve 

22. 

Abbreviation  of  Polaris 

16. 

Choice 

23. 

Cry  out,  even  if  it's  a 

17. 

A  very  superior  lady 

cowardly  beginning 

20. 

Run  a  mile  for  this  fruit 

24. 

In  the  act  of  being  born 

(anag.) 

RULES 

1 .  The  competition  is  open  to  retail  pharmacists  and  their  assistants.  2.  The  competition  is  not  open  to  employees  of  Beecham  Proprietaries  or 
the  company's  agencies.  3.  All  entries  must  be  made  on  the  crossword  cut  out  from  "Chemist  &  Druggist."  All  entries  become  the  property 
of  Beecham  Proprietaries.  4.  Entries  to  be  sent  to  Andron  Crossword,  1  Marlborough  Studios,  1  2A  Finchley  Road,  London  NW8.  5.  No 
entrant  may  complete  more  than  one  crossword.  6.  The  closing  date  of  receipt  of  entries  is  31  January  1  984,  after  which  entries  will  not  be 
accepted.  7.  The  judges'  decision  if  final.  8.  The  winner's  name  and  crossword  solution  will  be  published  in  "Chemist  &  Druggist." 
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No  matter  how  grown-up  children  may  be, 
they're  a  pain  when  they  get  headaches. 

So  Wellcome  have  developed  a  new  Calpol, 
Calpol  Six  Plus,  for  pain  and  fever  relief  in 
children  six  years  and  over. 

Calpol  Six  Plus  is  the  only  liquid  paracet- 
amol-based analgesic  specifically  formulated  for 
this  age  group,  having  an  effective  level  of 
paracetamol  in  a  minimum  dose,  250  mg/5mL 
So  it's  convenient  to  administer  and  also 
has  that  fruity  Calpol  taste.  Calpol  Six  Plus 
certainly  merits  shelf-space  as  does  its  very  suc- 
cessful sister  product,  Calpol  Infant  Suspension 

Both  of  them  are 
available  only  through 
pharmacies. 

Now  you'll  find 
Calpol  can  help  with 
both  the  little  babies, 
and  the  grown-up 
ones  as  well. 


Wellcome  Consumer  Division,  Wellcome 
The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe,  Cheshire. 


For  6-year-olds  and  over. 


INGREDIENTS:  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  -  EACH  5ML  CONTAINS  120  MG  PARACETAMOL  BP  CALPOL  SIX  PLUS  -  EACH  5  ML  CONTAINS  250MG  PARACETAMOL  BP  USES:  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  PAIN 
(INCLUDING  TEETHING  PAIN)  AND  FEVERISHNESS  DOSAGE:  CHILDREN  312  MONTHS  5  ML  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  FOUR  TIMES  DAILY  16  YEARS  10  ML  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  FOUR  TIMES 
DAILY  6-12  YEARS  JOML  CALPOL  SIX  PLUS  FOUR  TIMES  DAILY.  ADULTS  AND  CHILDREN  OVER  12  YEARS:  20  MLCACPOL  SIX  PLUSFOURTIMES  DAILY  NOTMORE  THAN  4  DOSES  SHOULD  BE  ADMINISTEREDIN 
ANY  24  HOUR  PERIOD  DO  NOT  REPEAT  DOSES  MORE  FREQUENTLY  THAN  4-HOURLY  DOSAGE  FOR  CHILDREN  UNDER  3  MONTHS  IS  AT  PHYSICIAN'S  DISCRETION  CONTRA-INDICATIONS:  NONE  KNOWN 
PRECAUTIONS:  TO  BE  USED  WITH  CAUTION  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  RENAL  OR  HEPATIC  DYSFUNCTION  SIDE  AND  ADVERSE  EFFECTS:  SIDE  EFFECTS  ARE  RARE  IN  THERAPEUTIC  DOSES  REPORTS  OF 
ADVERSE  REACTIONS  ARE  RARE  AND  ARE  GENERALLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  OVERDOSAGE  ISOLATED  CASES  OF  THROMBOCYTOPENIC  PURPURA,  METHAEMOGLOBINAEMIA  AND  AGRANULOCYTOSIS  HAVE 
BEEN  RECORDED  NEPHROTOXIC  EFFECTS  ARE  UNCOMMON  AND  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  REPORTED  IN  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THERAPEUTIC"DOSES  EXCEPT  AFTER  PROLONGED  ADMINISTRATION  OVERDOSAGE 
MAY  CAUSE  HEPATIC  NECROSIS  COST  TO  PHARMACY:  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  70  ML  £0  47  140  ML  £0  86  1  LITRE  £6  27  (PL3/5067)  CALPOL  SIX  PLUS  100ML£0  84  (PL3/0182)  FURTHER 
INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST  CALPOL  IS  A  TRADE  MARK 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Soap  sales  slip 
shows  survey 

Over  two  thirds  of  households  purchase 
three  or  less  bars  of  soap  a  month  while 
between  one  and  two  per  cent  make  no 
purchase  at  all.  These  are  some  of  the 
findings  included  in  a  Retail  Business 
survey  of  the  toilet  soap  market.  It  goes 
on  to  say  that  20  per  cent  of  households 
buy  four  or  five  bars  a  month  with  less 
than  ten  per  cent  buying  more  than  six 
bars. 

The  report  concludes  that  in  a  market 
where  there  is  little  chance  of  further 
development  volume  will  continue  to 
decline  in  the  face  of  alternative  products. 
Market  share  that  has  been  gained  by 
entrants  such  as  Shield  and  Zest  has  come 
from  existing  brands  rather  than 
expansion  in  sales,  the  report  points  out. 

By  volume  the  UK  market  has  been 
slowly  declining  since  the  mid-1960s  and 
now  stands  at  41 ,000  tons,  worth  £54m  at 
rsp.  This  compares  with  44,000  tons 

Nappy  upset 


Colgate-Palmolive  have  denied  a 
Marketing  Week  report  that  they  are 
considering  pulling  out  of  the  disposable 
nappy  market.  The  report  says  the 
company  are  considering  off-loading  their 
Snugglers  brand  because  of 
disenchantment  with  the  market. 


Honey  haircare 


Ratcliffe's  have  added  a  creamy  new  hair 
conditioner  to  their  honey-enriched 
beauty  care  range. 

The  conditioner  is  available  in  three 


(£35m  at  rsp)  in  1976.  The  development  of 
the  liquid  soap  market  over  the  past  two 
years  is  not  included  in  these  figures  but 
would  add  £4m  to  the  total  market  value, 
says  the  report. 

Output  by  UK  manufacturers  stands 
at  1 1 8,800  tons  (£109, 200m)  of  which 
some  50  per  cent  (£67. 3m)  is  exported. 
Imports  account  for  6,400  tons  worth 
£1  lm  at  rsp. 

Imperial  Leather  continues  to 
dominate  the  market  with  a  15  per  cent 
value  share,  followed  by  Shield  (11  per 
cent),  Palmolive  (9  per  cent)  and  Camay 
(8  per  cent).  The  own-label  market,  at  13 
per  cent,  has  not  expanded  in  recent  years 
due  to  strong  competition  from  the  major 
manufacturers. 

Distribution  figures  show  that  grocery 
outlets  have  a  74  per  cent  share  of  the 
market  by  value,  measured  in  volume 
terms  this  would  be  higher.  Boots  have  a 
16  per  cent  value  share  and  other  chemist 
outlets  8  per  cent.  Advertising 
expenditure  in  the  market  for  the  year 
ending  September  '83  stood  at  £9. 6m, 
£'/:m  of  this  on  liquid  soaps.  "Toilet 
Soap ' ',  Retail  Business  No  310. 


light  fragrances  and  is  suitable  for  all  hair 
types.  The  conditioner  is  available  in  a 
250ml  plastic  bottle  (£1.35).  Manley 
Rate/iff e,  Tower  Road,  Berinsforcl, 
Oxford  OX9  8LQ. 


Picpak  on  TV 


Picpak  (£2.25)  the  cassette  system  for 
storing  and  displaying  photographs  will 
be  supported  with  a  £250,000  television 
advertising  campaign  which  breaks  on 
Boxing  Day  in  all  areas  except  Anglia, 
Westward,  Border,  Grampian,  Eire  and 
the  Channel  Isles.  Judges  Ltd,  Picpak 
Division,  1  Haddenham  Road,  Wilburton, 
Ely,  Cambridgeshire  CB6  3RG. 


January  launch  for 
low  sodium  foods 

A  range  of  low  sodium  foods  is  to  be 
launched  in  January  under  the  Life  brand 
name.  The  initial  range  comprises  nine 
products  all  produced  from  "natural 
ingredients"  and  with  no  added  salt  or 
sugar.  The  salt  replacer  (£0.79)  is  derived 
from  yeast  and  contains  no  added 
potassium  chloride,  while  the  salad  creme 
(£0.75)  and  mayonnaise  (£0.79)  dressings 
are  low  in  cholesterol,  say  the  makers. 
Other  products  are  tomato  ketchup 
(£0.65),  fruity  brown  sauce  (£0.65), 
Worcestershire  sauce  (£0.49),  mustard 
(£0.59),  tartare  sauce  (£0.55)  and  horse- 
radish sauce  (£0.59).  St  Giles  Foods  Ltd, 
St  Giles  House,  Sandhurst  Road,  Sidcup, 
Kent  DA  15  7HL. 

On-pack  competition 
from  Healthilife 

Healthilife  are  running  a  "Health  & 
Wealth"  competition  in  the  first  three 
months  of  1984  on  seven  products  from 
their  vitamin  and  supplements  range. 

Vitamin  C,  vitamin  E,  vitamin  B6, 
vitamin  B  complex,  safflower  seed  oil, 
boldo  and  soya  lecithin  packs  will  contain 
special  "Health  &  Wealth"  cards. 

If  a  customer  finds  a  winning  card  he 
will  be  given  a  cash  refund  by  Healthilife 
if  the  card,  plus  two  others,  are  returned 
to  the  outlet  where  the  purchase  was 
made.  Prizes  start  at  £1  and  rise  to  £1 ,000 
and  the  retail  outlet  that  sold  the  winning 
pack  will  be  given  the  same  amount  in 
cash  as  the  customer. 

Window  stickers,  posters  and  leaflets 
will  be  available  for  display.  Packs 
containing  a  "Health  &  Wealth"  card  will 
be  marked  with  the  Healthilife  flower  for 
ease  of  identification.  Healthilife  Ltd, 
Charlestown  House,  Otley  Road, 
Baildon,  West  Yorkshire. 

Discounts  on  six  of 
Potter's  best 

Six  Potter's  herbal  remedies  are  on  offer 
until  the  end  of  February.  Orders  for  10 
outers  which  include  balm  of  Gilead 
cough  mixture,  EPC,  vegetable  cough 
remover,  diuretabs,  antifect  and  neurelax 
will  carry  an  extra  five  per  cent  discount 
while  20  outers  will  qualify  for  an  extra  10 
per  cent.  Potter's  (Herbal  Supplies)  Ltd, 
Leyland  Mill  Lane,  Wigan,  Lanes. 


Anne  Felton,  MPS, 
from  St  Anne's, 
Bristol  is  the  winner 
of  the  £1,000  first 
prize  in  Unichem's 
November  Top  Ten 
Cash  Bonanza. 
Pictured  at  the 
presentation  are, 
front  row  from  the 
left:  Bill  Rucker 
(Unichem),  Anne 
Felton  and  Mike 
Palmer,  Unichem's 
Exeter  branch 
manager  The  staff, 
who  received  £100 
between  them  are, 
from  the  left: 
Carmen  Buckle, 
Janet  Backwell, 
Elizabeth  Sheppard 
and  Sheila  Thomas. 
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Nezcaam  syrup  for 
the  congested 

Rybar  are  to  introduce  Nezcaam  syrup 
(100ml,  £1.36  rsp)  for  relief  of  nasal 
congestion  and  pharyngeal  irritation  in 
children. 

The  Pharmacy  only  liquid  available 
from  January  3,  1984,  is  presented  as  a 
pale-coloured  syrup  containing  phenyl- 
propanolamine HC1  7.5mg  and 
guaiphenesin  30mg  in  each  5ml. 

It  is  indicated  for  symptomatic  relief 
of  children  with  acute  rhinitis  associated 
with  common  cold  and  other  respiratory 
infections,  hay  fever,  non-seasonal 
allergic  rhinitis  and  sinusitis.  The  dose  for 
two  to  five  year  olds  is  5ml  three  times 
daily  and  for  six  to  12  year  olds  two  5ml 
spoonfuls  three  times  a  day.  Nezcaam  is 
contraindicated  in  patients  with  severe 
heart  disease,  hypertension, 
thyrotoxicosis,  diabetes  and  those  taking 
monoamine  oxidase  inhibitors. 

Sympathomimetic  side-effects,  such  as 
transient  hypertension,  nausea, 
restlessness  or  dizziness,  may  occur  in 


Miss  Denise  Basham,  of  S.  Cox 
Chemists,  Consett,  co  Durham,  is  one 
of  six  regional  winners  of  a  microwave 
oven  in  a  recent  Janssen  competition. 
Entrants  had  to  list  six  features  of 
Immodium  and  Stugeron  in  order  of 
importance.  With  Miss  Basham  is  Eric 
Werndley,  Janssen's  local 
representative 


patients  normally  sensitive  to  such  agents. 

The  syrup  should  not  be  exposed  to 
bright  sunlight  as  this  may  cause 
degradation  of  the  phenylpropanolamine. 
Rybar  Laboratories  Ltd,  25  Sycamore 
Road,  Amersham,  Bucks. 


Numark  weekend 
for  wine  experts 

Numark  and  Nicholas  Laboratories  are 
offering  five  first  prizes  of  a  trip  to 
Bordeaux  in  a  joint  competition.  The 
four-day  trip  for  two,  April  5-8,  1984,  will 
include  tours  of  vineyards,  an  oyster- 
tasting  seafood  lunch  and  a  gala  dinner. 
There  will  be  20  runner-up  prizes  of  three 
bottles  of  Bordeaux  wines. 

To  enter,  Numark  members  have  to 
order  a  minimum  of  ten  cases  of  Nicholas 


optional  extra  products,  including  Aspro, 
Feminax,  Aspro  Clear,  Rennie,  Kwells, 
Spearmint  Rennie  and  Interdens  sticks, 
answer  four  questions  about  wine  and 
liquor,  and  complete  a  tie  breaker.  Entries 
must  be  submitted  before  January  6, 
1984. 

Numark  are  producing  special  shelf 
cards  for  the  Nicholas  optional  extras 
which  will  be  included  in  the  Numark 
12/83  national  promotion  merchandising 
kits.  Independent  Chemists  Marketing 
Ltd,  51  Boreham  Road,  Warminster, 
Wiltshire  BA12  9JU. 


Christmas  closings 

Bayer  UK:  from  3pm  on  Friday, 
December  23  through  to  9am  on  Tuesday, 
January  3. 

Dome/Hollister-Stier:  from  3pm  on 
Friday,  December  23  through  to  9am  on 
Tuesday,  January  3. 

Miles  Laboratories:  from  3pm  on  Friday, 
December  23  through  to  9am  on  Tuesday, 
January  3. 

Parke-Davis  Research  Laboralories: 

Warner-Lambert  will  be  shut  from 
midday  on  Friday,  December  23  through 
to  Tuesday,  January  3.  Personnel  will  be 
available  at  Mitchell  House  and 
Pontypool  on  December  28,  29  and  30  for 
inquiries  and  urgent  dispatches.  The 
Carafin  distribution  depot,  Motherwell, 
will  open  December  27-30  but  closed 
during  the  first  week  of  January. 
John  Richardson  Computers:  from  12 
noon  on  Friday,  December  23  until  9am 
on  Tuesday,  January  3.  A  24  hour 
answerphone  service  on  Preston  323763 
will  operate  to  effect  replacements 
wherever  possible  over  the  Christmas 
period. 


Serono  Laboratories:  from  12  noon  on 
Friday,  December  23  through  to  9am  on 
Tuesday,  January  3. 
Squibb,  E.R.  and  Surgicare:  from  12 
noon  on  Friday,  December  23  through  to 
9am  on  Tuesday,  January  3.  Sales  service 
will  be  available  between  9am  and  12 
noon  on  December  23,  and  between  9am 
and  1pm  on  December  29  and  30  for 
Squibb  products  on  05 1  -677  2201  and 
Surgicare  on  051-677  2207.  An  emergency 
line  is  available  at  all  times  051-677  0171 . 
Unichem:  The  last  delivery  before 
Christmas  will  be  on  Saturday  morning, 
December  24.  All  branches  will  then  be 
closed  on  Christmas  Day  and  Boxing  Day 
but  there  will  be  an  emergency  service 
only  on  Tuesday,  December  27.  Normal 
service  will  be  resumed  between  December 
28  and  December  31  and  the  branches  will 
close  again  on  New  Year's  Day.  An 
emergency  service  will  operate  on 
Monday,  January  2  followed  by  normal 
working  on  the  Tuesday.  Details  of 
emergency  services  will  be  available  from 
the  individual  branches. 


Pebble  power  for 
Dettol  youth 

A  scheme  to  highlight  the  positive 
contributions  made  by  young  people  to 
the  community  has  been  launched  by 
Reckitt  &  Colman  pharmaceutical 
division  and  BBC  "Pebble  Mill  at  One". 

The  Dettol  Youth  Caring  Awards  are 
open  to  people  under  21 ,  individuals  or 
groups,  who  are  voluntarily  giving  up 
time  to  help  others.  Half  a  million  bottles 
of  Dettol  will  carry  a  nomination  form 
and  a  panel  of  judges  will  assess  the 
finalists  on  the  basis  of  their  project's 
benefit  to  the  community,  practical  value 
and  the  imaginative  quality  of  the 
concept. 

The  winner  will  receive  the  Dettol 
Trophy  and  citation,  plus  £5,000  to  help 
the  project.  Another  five  finalists  will  get 
£1 ,000  and  a  replica  of  the  trophy. 
Closing  date  for  nominations  is  January 
31,  1984.  Reckitt  &  Colman 
pharmaceutical  division,  Dansom  Lane, 
Hull  HU8  7DS. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


Ln  London  WW  Wales  &  West 

M  Midlands  So  South 

Lc  Lanes  NE  North-east 

Y   Yorkshire  A  Anglia 

Sc  Scotland  U  Ulster 

B(  Breakfast  Television 

All  Clear: 
Arrid  for  Men: 
Askit  powders: 
Braun  household  range: 
Braun  hair  care: 
Braun  shavers: 
Crookes  One-a-day: 
Duracell: 

Givenchy  fragrances: 
Jaap's  health  salt: 
Karvol  capsules: 
Nurofen: 

Oil  ol  Hay:  All 
Phensic: 

Philishave  Double  Action: 

Sinutab: 

Snowfire: 

Strepsils: 

Swanson  &  Swanson  toiletries: 

Tinkerbell: 

Vita  Fiber: 

Vardley  ESP  fragrance: 
Yardley  Father  Christmas: 
Vardley  Gold: 
Vardley  Pure  Silk: 


We  Westward 
B  Border 
G  Grampian 
E  Eireann 
CI  Channel  Is 
C4  Channel  4 

All  areas 
C4 
Sc 

All  except  E,CI 
All  areas,  C4 
All  areas,  C4 
All  except  CI 
All  except  Ln 
Ln,So,A,C4 
Sc 

All  areas 
All  except  CI 
except  Ln,M,A 
All  areas 
All  except  Sc 
All  areas 
C4(Y) 
All  areas 
Ln.NE.Sc 
Ln,M,So,A 
M,So,NE 
All  areas 
All  areas 
All  except  Ln 
All  areas 


Week  commencing  December  25 
All  Clear: 
Askit  powders: 
Crookes  One-a-day: 
Givenchy  fragrances: 
Jaap's  health  salts: 
Karvol  capsules: 
Nurofen: 
Oil  of  Ulay: 
Phensic: 


Picpak: 
Sinutab: 
Snowfire: 
Strepsils: 


All  areas 
Sc 

All  except  CI 
Ln,So,A,C4 
Sc,So 
All  areas 
All  except  CI 
All  except  Ln,M,A 
All  areas 
All  except  Lc,A,We,B,CI 
All  areas 
C4(Y) 
All  areas 
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Mr  Barrett,  General  Manager,  Colourcare  International,  Neath. 


A  dead 

the  Kodak 


In  an  exciting 
race  through  July  to 
October,  Colourcare 
Laboratories  at  Neath 
and  Chester  have  both  won  photofinishing's  most 
prestigious  honour,  the  Kodak  Gold  Award  for 
Quality.  Both  laboratories  have  already  featured 
as  Silver  Award  winners  in  the  1983  scheme,  and 
Colourcare  Chester  has  a  particularly  dazzling 
history  as  a  twice  overall  winner  in  previous 
Kodak  Award  for  Quality  schemes.  Our  congratu  - 
lations  to  them  both  for  achieving  the  Kodak 
Point  Standard  over  four  consecutive  months. 


Our  congratulations  also  to  the  following 
laboratories  who  have  achieved  a  place  in  the 
Kodak  Table  of  Merit  for  October  1983. 
Addys  (Boston)  Ltd. 
Colorite,  Morecambe. 
Colourcare  International,  Liskeard. 
Grunwick  Processing  Laboratories  Ltd., 
Borehamwood. 

R.  H.  Williams,  Haverfordwest. 


Jeanne  Barwise,  Laboratory  Manager,  Colourcare  International,  Chester. 


heat  for 

Gold  Cud! ==- 

who  regularly  and 

Norman  Rooker  Ltd.,  Birmingham.  ™  continuously  return  full 

THE  KODAK  AWARDS  FOR  QUALITY:  sets  of  quality  monitoring  strips  to  the  Kodak 

The  competition  is  open  to  all  independent        Monitoring  Service  are  automatically 
photofinishers  who  use  KODAK  'Ektacolor'  included  in  the  scheme  which  runs  from  April 

Paper  and  formulated  Chemicals.  Kodak  and  its        to  December  1983. 

$m\\e.  It's  on  'Kodak'  paper.  |Q 


Kodak  and  Ektacolor  are  trade  marks 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Vaseline:  TV  push, 
range  additions . . . 

Over  £1 .6m  will  be  spent  during  1984  on  a 
TV  advertising  campaign  for  the  range  of 
Vaseline  intensive  care  lotions. 

The  campaign  will  concentrate  on  the 
peak  selling  period  for  hand  lotions, 
starting  with  a  ten-week  burst  from 
January  23,  using  ITV,  Channel  4  and 
TV-am. 

The  advertising  will  co-incide  with  the 
launch  of  an  extra  strength  lotion  into  the 
range,  for  extreme  over-dry  skin 
conditions.  The  product  has  undergone 
stringent  clinical  tests  in  the  USA,  says  the 
company.  It  has  a  petroleum  jelly  base 
and  contains  liquid  paraffin  to  make  the 
lotion  easier  to  spread  and  dimethicone  to 


boost  the  product's  moisture  repellent 
properties. 

The  extra  strength  variant  comes  in 
three  sizes:  a  75ml  tube  (£0.85),  and  in 
200ml  (£1.55)  and  300ml  (£2. 1 5)  bottles. 
Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242, 
Consort  House,  Victoria  Street,  Windsor, 
Berks  SL4  IEX. 


. . . and  tube 
packaging 


Vaseline  petroleum  jelly  is  now  offered  in 
a  babysoft  tube  (75g  £0.76). 

The  tube  packaging  gives  dispensing 
ease  and  hygiene  while  the  softer  form  of 
Vaseline  is  more  easily  spread,  say 
Chesebrough  Pond's. 

The  product  is  to  be  sampled  to  about 
400,000  expectant  mothers  during  1984. 
Chesebrough  Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242, 
Consort  House,  Victoria  Street,  Windsor, 
Berkshire  SL4  IEX. 

Now  from  Tillotts . . . 

Rowachol  liquid  (10ml  £5.70,  trade)  and 
capsules  (50's  £5.95,  trade)  and 
Rowatinex  liquid  (10ml  £5.70,  trade)  and 
capsules  (50's  £5.95,  trade)  are  now 
distributed  by  Tillotts  Laboratories,  Unit 
14,  Henlow  Trading  Estate,  Henlow, 
Beds. 

Actisorb  in  5s 

Actisorb  activated  charcoal  dressing  will 
be  available  in  packs  of  five  (£6.96  trade, 
£2.40  rsp  each)  from  January  1,  1984. 
Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Brunei  Way, 
Slough,  Berks  SL  J  1XR. 

For  the  healthy  cook 

Low  cholesterol  cooking  oils,  designed  to 
appeal  to  health  conscious  cooks,  are 
being  introduced  by  Manley  Ratcliffe. 

The  range  comprises  pure  vegetable, 
soya,  ground  nut,  sunflower  and  olive 
oils.  All  are  made  entirely  from  natural, 
vegetable  ingredients,  says  the  company, 


and  are  packed  in  plastic  bottles. 

The  olive  oil  is  available  in  Vi  litre 
bottles  —  (£1 .58),  while  all  the  other  oils 
come  in  a  1  litre  size  —  vegetable  (£0.98), 
soya  (£0.99),  ground  nut  and  sunflower 
(both  £1.19).  Two  of  the  oils  come  in  3  litre 
bottles  —  vegetable  (£2.79)  and  sunflower 
(£3.48).  Manley  Ratcliffe,  Tower  Road, 
Berinsford,  Oxford  OX9  8 LQ. 

More  Snobuds 

Macdonald's  Snobuds  are  currently 
available  in  promotional  tubs  carrying  60 
extra  buds.  For  a  limted  period,  instead  of 
the  usual  100  buds  tubs  will  contain  160. 
Macdonald  &  Taylor  Division,  The 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Lion  Mill, 
Fitton  Street,  Royton,  Oldham,  Lanes. 


The  Phillips  PCS  1000  enlarger,  initially 
intended  for  black  and  white  work,  has 
an  electronic  timer,  built-in  safe  light 
and  offers  a  high  specification  at  a 
moderate  cost  (£1 15),  says  the 
company.  Paterson  Products  Ltd, 
2  Boswell  Court,  London  WC1N3PS 


January  bonus 
on  Simple . . . 

From  January  Albion  Soap  will  be 
making  available  special  offer  haircare 
packs  in  their  Simple  range.  A  free 
shampoo,  normally  £0.69,  will  be 
attached  to  every  100ml  conditioner  tube 
(£0.99).  Albion  Soap  Co  Ltd,  113  Station 
Road,  Hampton,  Middx  TW12  2DY. 

. . .  and  Medilave 

Medilave  gel  and  mouthwash  will  be  on 
bonus  from  January  1  through  to  the  end 
of  February.  Orders  for  dozens  will  be 
supplied  12  charged  as  10.  Martindale 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Chesham  House, 
Chesham  Close,  Romford,  Essex. 

Winter  weather  E45 
size  from  Crookes 

As  the  Winter  weather  settles  in,  Crookes 
are  to  launch  a  125g  tub  of  cream  E45  in 
January. 

Packaged  in  white  plastic,  the  new  tub 
(£1 .69)  has  a  hygienic  seal  and  comes 
shrinkwrapped  in  trays  of  six.  Crookes 
Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  94,  1  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA. 

Smoother  complexion 

Germaine  Monteil  have  developed  a  fluid 
foundation  which,  they  say,  will  protect 
the  skin  and  give  an  even  complexion. 

Les  Parfaits  Naturels  (£8.75)  includes 
jojoba,  aloe,  camomile  and  maize.  It  is 
presented  in  a  glass  bottle  with  a  mat  gold 
cap,  and  comes  in  six  shades.  Germaine 
Monteil,  St  George's  House,  St  George 
Street,  London  W1R  9DF. 

With  Spring  just 
around  the  corner 

Sunshades  from  Elizabeth  Arden  offer 
two  colour  palettes  for  Spring  1984  — 
bright  Sunny  Corals  and  the  more 
subdued  Nude  Whispers. 

Both  collections  include  lipcreme,  nail 
perfection,  powder  and  creme  perfection 
for  cheeks,  and  powder  perfection  for 
eyes.  Shimmering  highlighters  are 
available  to  accentuate  either  look.  Prices 
range  from  £2.95  for  nail  perfection 
through  to  £6.95  for  powder  perfection 
for  eyes.  Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  13 
Hanover  Square,  London  W1R0PA. 
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PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 

Nizoral  cream 

Manufacturer  Janssen  Pharmaceutical 
Ltd,  Janssen  House,  Chapel  Street, 
Marlow,  Bucks  SL7  1ET 
Description  White,  non-staining,  water 
miscible  cream  containing  ketoconazole 
2  per  cent  w/w 

Indications  Dermatophyte  skin  infections, 
treatment  of  cutaneous  candidiosis 
(including  external  application  in 
vulvulitis)  and  Tinea  (pityriasis)  versicolor 
Administration  Apply  to  affected  area 
once  or  twice  daily  depending  on  the 
severity  of  the  condition.  Treatment 
should  continue  for  at  least  a  few  days 
after  all  symptoms  disappear.  Diagnosis 
should  be  reconsidered  if  there  is  no 
clinical  improvement  after  four  week's 
treatment.  General  hygiene  measures 
should  be  observed  to  control  sources  of 
infection  or  reinfection 
Contraindications,  warnings  etc 
Contraindicated  in  patients  with 
hypersensitivity  to  any  of  the  ingredients. 
Not  for  ophthalmic  use.  Dermatitis 
irritation  and  burning  sensation  have 


occasionally  been  noticed  during 
treatment 

Pharmaceutical  precautions  Store  away 

from  direct  heat 

Packs  15g  tube  (£1.73  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 

Issued  December  1983 

(Product  available  from  January  3,  1984) 

Cogentin  returns 

Cogentin  injection  (6  x  2ml  ampoules  of 
benztropine  mesylate  lmg  per  ml,  £4.50 
trade)  is  again  available  from  Merck 
Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd,  Hertford  Road, 
Hoddesdon,  Herts. 

Pneumovax  in  vials 

Pneumovax  (14  valent  pneumococcal 
vaccine)  will  be  supplied  in  a  single  dose 
vial  instead  of  a  pre-filled  syringe. 
Thomas  Morson  Pharmaceuticals, 
Hert  ford  Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts. 


previously  been  presented  with  a 
disposable  syringe  containing  diluent. 
Thomas  Morson  Pharmaceuticals, 
Hert  ford  Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts. 

Omni  stomacare 

Omni  is  a  range  of  prescribable  stoma 
bags  introduced  by  Eschmann 
Healthcare.  The  one-piece  bags 
incorporate  the  Seel-a-peel  rings, 
Eschamnn  microporous  adhesive,  odour- 
proof  bags  and  flatus  filter. 

The  range  includes  both  open  (20,  £28 
trade)  and  closed  bags  (20,  £24).  The 
drainable  bags  are  available  in  clear  film, 
as  well  as  patterned,  for  post-operative 
use  to  facilitate  observation.  Accessories 
include:  a  leisure  pouch  (100,  £59.70); 
karaya  rings  (20,  £12);  stomabag  belt 
(£2.60);  stomabag  covers  (5,  £1 1.80); 
stomabridge  to  cover  stoma  (20,  £1 .14); 
clamps  (10,  £3.95),  and  spare  filters  (20, 
£3.40).  Eschmann  Bros  &  Walsh, 
healthcare  division,  Peter  Road,  Lancing, 
West  Sussex  BN15  8TJ. 


Mumpsvax  diluent     Elantan  packs 


Mumpsvax  (mumps  virus  vaccine,  live 
attenuated)  presented  as  a  single  dose  vial 
of  lyophilised  vaccine  will  now  be  packed 
with  an  ampoule  of  0.7ml  sterile  diluent 
for  reconstitution.  The  vaccine  has 


A  hospital-only  dispensing  pack  of  500 
Elantan  20  tablets  (£19.22  trade)  has  been 
introduced  by  Sanol  Schwarz 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  The  Limes,  130 
High  Street,  Chesham,  Bucks  HPS  1EF. 


Add  Balance  to  your  business 


Are  you  stocking  the  product  which  appeals  to  vour  health- 
conscious  customers,  your  diabetic  customers,  your  slimming 
customers,  your  most  active  customers? 
New  "Balance  Snack  Bar"  is  for  all  your  customers.  "Balance 
Snack  Bar"  is  a  nutritionally  balanced  combination  of 
carbohydrate,  protein,  fat  and  dietary  fibre,  and  also  contains 
a  special  substance,  called  guar  gum. 

Guargum  isa  natural  substance  extracted  from  an  Indian  plant 
and  has  the  property  of  prolonging  the  period  of  absorption  of 
sugar  from  food,  so  that  it  becomes  available  to  the  body  slowly 
and  steadily.  This  is  vitally  important  to  your  diabetic 
customers,  but  slimmers  or  people  who  are  too  busy  to  eat 
regularly  may  also  benefit  from  minimising  fluctuating  sugar 
levels  and  appreciate  a  carefully  measured  and  satisfying  snack 
(in  the  case  of  slimmers,  as  part  of  their  calorie-controlled  diet 
of  course). 

And  all  your  customers  will  know  the  importance  of  including 
dietary  fibre  in  their  diets,  and  be  pleased  that  "Balance  Snack 
Bar"  has  6.7%  of  fibre  in  each  20g  bar. 

"Balance  Snack  Bar"  is  made  by  Remeda,  a  highly  respected 
Finnish  company.  It  is  formulated  in  accordance  with  the  most 
up-to-date  thinking  on  diabetic  dietary  needs,  but  is  equally 
suitable  for  your  non-diabetic  customers.  Remeda  have 
extensively  researched,  developed  and  tested  "Balance  Snack 
Bar",  and  it  is  made  from  the  highest  quality  raw  materials, 
under  strict  production  quality  control. 

'Balance  Snack  Bar"  contains  73  calories  per20gbar  (with  two 
bars  in  the  pack)  with  the  tastiness  of  raisins,  apple,  rice 
crispies, roasted  hazelnuts  and  a  low-fat  chocolate  coating. 
"Balance  Snack  Bar"  is  right  for  today's  lifestyles,  right  for 
your  customers,  and  right  for  you. 
New  "Balance  Snack  Bar"  is  being  launched  with  magazine 
advertising  and  P.R.  support,  and  there  are  window  posters 
and  stickers  for  your  shop. 

Ring  the  exclusive  distributors  of  "Balance  Snack  Bar", 
Brewhurst  Healthfoods  Supplies,  on  Byfleet  44402  (or  telex 
929839),  ask  about  the  introductory  offer  on  "Balance  Snack 
Bars"  and  add  balance  to  your  business  today. 
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ADVANCES  IN  THERAPY  1983 


byC.R.  Day,  FPS 
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Novel  ideas  for  cytotoxics 
and  contraceptives 

Continuing  C&D 's  review  of  Advances  in  Therapy  1983, 
Mr  C.R.  Day  looks  at  the  developments  in 
contraceptives,  antineoplastic  agents  and  immuno- 
suppressants, drugs  for  musculoskeletal  and  joint 
diseases  and  drugs  affecting  the  skin.  Mr  Day  begins  by 
looking  at  antimicrobial  therapy. 


Fewer  additions  to  the  armamentarium 
against  microbic  infections  have  been 
noted  this  year.  However,  cefadroxil 
(Baxan),  a  broad  spectrum,  first 
generation  cephalosporin  antibiotic  has 
been  marketed.  Cefadroxil  is  active 
against  a  wide  range  of  both  Gram- 
negative  and  positive  bacteria.  It  is 
indicated  for  the  therapy  of  the  following 
infections  associated  with  susceptible 
organisms:  respiratory  tract,  skin  and  soft 
tissue,  genito-urinary  tract,  osteomyelitis, 
septic  arthritis,  septicaemia  and 
peritonitis.  Baxan  is  supplied  as  capsules 
of  500mg  and  suspensions  containing 
125mg/5ml  and  250mg/5ml.  Dosage  for 
adults  and  children  weighing  more  than 
40kg  is  500mg  to  lg  twice  daily;  infants 
under  1  year  25mg/kg  twice  a  day,  1  to  6 
years  250mg  twice  daily.  Cefadroxil 
absorption  is  not  affected  by  food, 
allowing  it  to  be  taken  before  or  after 
meals.  It  should  be  used  with  caution  in 
I     neonates  and  premature  infants,  also  in 


patients  who  are  penicillin-sensitive. 

An  aminoglycoside  with  lower  toxicity 
than  tobramycin  is  netilmicin  (Netillin). 
This  antibiotic  is  particularly  useful 
against  severe  Gram-negative  infections, 
including  those  due  to  E.  coli, 
Pseudonwnas  aeruginosa,  Klebsiella, 
Proteus  and  Enterobacter  species. 
Netilmicin  appears  to  have  lower  auditory 
toxicity  and  nephrotoxicity  than 
tobramycin  (Lerner,  A.M.  et  al.  Lancet 
1983,  1,  1123).  According  to  this  report 
netilmicin  is  the  aminoglycoside  of  choice 
in  Gram-negative  bacillary  infections 
especially  in  the  elderly,  because  of  the 
age-related  hearing  loss,  in  those  with 
previous  renal  disease  and  in  patients 
needing  extended  antibiotic  therapy. 
Netillin  is  given  parenterally  and  is 
supplied  as  the  sulphate  in  ampoules  of 
lOmg,  50mg  and  lOOmg  respectively. 

Research  continues  in  the  antibiotic 
field  in  which  temocillin  is  being  studied 
especially  in  severe  urinary  and 


respiratory  infections.  For  skin  conditions 
pseudomonic  acid  is  under  clinical  trial. 
Another  antibiotic  in  combination  with 
clavulanic  acid,  as  at  present  in 
Augmentin,  is  ticarcillin  (Ticar),  the 
combination  is  known  as  Timentin.  A 
third  generation  cephalosporin  is 
ceftazidime  (Fortum),  which  according  to 
its  makers  is  set  to  displace  existing 
aminoglycosides  in  the  management  of 
Psuedomonas  aeruginosa  infections  in 
hospital  patients.  Another  cephalosporin 
with  a  half-life  of  six  to  eight  hours  is 
ceftriaxone,  which  will  have  a  once-daily 
dose;  one  of  its  main  uses  is  in  the 
treatment  of  meningitis. 

As  forecast  in  our  previous  review  an 
oral  presentation  of  the  antiviral  agent 
acyclovir  (Zovirax)  has  been  marketed.  It 
is  indicated  for  the  therapy  of  Herpes 
simplex \\xus,  infections  of  skin  and 
mucous  membranes,  including  genital 
herpes.  Zovirax  is  supplied  as  tablets 
containing  acyclovir  200mg  with  a  dosage 
of  200mg  five  times  a  day  for  five  days. 
Patients  suffering  from  renal  damage 
should  be  given  200mg  every  12  hours. 
The  oral  use  of  acyclovir  is  being  studied 
for  the  treatment  of  Herpes  labialis  in 
patients  with  lesions  in  sites  inaccesible  to 
topical  treatment,  eg.  in  the  nostril. 


Contraception 


The  recent  alarm  induced  by  the 
publication  of  two  reports,  one  hinting 
that  the  prolonged  use  of  high  potency- 
progestogen-containing  contraceptives 
before  the  age  of  25  might  be  connected 
with  an  increased  risk  of  breast  cancer, 
the  other  showing  an  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  cervical  cancer  in  women 
taking  oral  contraceptives  whilst  there 
was  no  such  increase  in  those  using  an 
intra-uterine  device,  will  certainly 
stimulate  the  efforts  that  have  been  made 
for  some  time  to  establish  alternative  and 
safer  methods  of  birth  control. 

The  use  of  the  luteinising  hormone 
releasing  hormone  (LHRH)  analogues  as 
contraceptives  is  interesting.  LHRH, 
originally  used  to  induce  ovulation  in 
cases  of  infertility,  has  been  found  to 
inhibit  ovulation  when  taken  daily. 
Certain  LHRH  analogues  are  considered 
to  be  useful  contraceptives  when  there  is 
need  to  avoid  the  risk  of  side-effects  with 
existing  oral  products.  The  present 
analogues  cannot  be  given  by  mouth  as 
they  are  destroyed  in  the  gut,  so  they  are 
being  tested  chiefly  in  the  form  of  a  nasal 
spray. 

The  finding  that  propranolol  has  a 
marked  effect  on  the  motility  of  sperm 
has  led  to  trials  for  its  use  as  a 
contraceptive.  In  Chile  the  vaginal 
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The  big  advantage  of 
electric  storage  heaters. 


They're  small. 

As  a  result  of  using  the  new  thermal 
blocks  and  improved,  more  compact  insu- 
lation, storage  heaters  are  far  slimmer 
than  before  (some  less  than  6"  in  depth). 

Yet  performance  and  efficiency 
remain  as  high  as  ever. 

The  thermal  blocks  inside  the  stor- 
age heater  have  been  designed  to  have  a 
higher  heating  capacity  than  before,  and 
today's  storage  heaters  can  maintain 
comfortable  temperatures  at  all  times  of 
the  day. 

BUT  YOU'RE  NOT  SERIOUSLY  GOING  TO 
TELL  ME  THEY'RE  ECONOMICAL? 

Compared  with  boiler  heating 
systems,  they  often  have  lower  capital, 
installation  and  maintenance  costs, 
requiring  no  pipes  or  flues.  Installation 
time  and  costs  are  kept  to  a  minimum. 


THATSALL  VERY  WELL,  BUT  SURELY  THE 
RUNNING  COSTS  ARE  TOO  HIGH? 

That's  the  common  misconception 
-  but,  using  low-cost  night-rate  elec- 
tricity, storage  heaters  can  easily  cost  as 
little  as  other  heating  methods,  in  many 
cases  even  less. 

Improved  features  such  as  auto- 


matic  controls,  together  with  good  build- 
ing insulation,  ensure  efficient 
operation. 

Something  else  worth 
bearing  in  mind:  electric  heating 
is  clean  and  safe,  and  electric 
heaters  tend  to  have  a  long  life, 
with  little  maintenance. 

As  more  and  more  people 
are  finding  out. 


More  answers 

There  art'  many  more  answers  about  electric  heating' 
where  these  came  from. 

So  send  us  the  coupon  or  give  us  a  call:  Freefone  Build 
Electric.  Post  to:  Electricity  Publications,  PO  Box  2,  Feltham, 
Middlesex  TW 14  OTG. 

I  would  like  more  answers  on  Storage  Heaters  from  these 
manufacturers: 

©Creda    Dimplex  >&&kU  Dnidare 


Name: 


Address: 


Position  in  Company 
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Parleys 
Rusks 

With  «W«<  VH.ml>»  *  MlMraU 
^■k.  18Htwk» 


Wfe're  always  t 
wealwayscais 


Who  has  more  day-time  spots  than 
Kenny  Everett,  Jimmy  Young  &  Terry  Wogan 

Vantage  Breakfast  spots  broadcast  "TOT  if1  i~ QCfrvl"l<l OT* *^  ^us  an  average  of  19  spots 

ptlt  L\/glJtI  ll;I  •  broadcast  on  Thursday  and 


at  8.10am  on  Monday  5th, 
Thursday  8th,  Friday  9th  and  Monday  12th 


Friday  8th  and  9th  between  1 .30  and  4.30pm. 


If  you'd  like  to  know  more  about  the  many  opportunities  that  Vantage  chemists  enjoy,  please  send  the  coupon  now. 

^  r — 


Vestric 


gna w  HnB' 


Vestric  Limited,  West  Lane,  Runcorn,  Cheshire,  WA7  2PE  SEKS^-j™^ 


PRODUCT 


ALBERTO  A'berto  voT5 

Shampoo  Twinpack 

Camomile 

Henna 

Oatmilk 

Honey 

Silk 

Green  Apple 


6  x  (2  x  250ml) 
6  x  (2  x  250ml) 
6  x  (2  x  250ml) 
6  x  (2  x  250ml) 
6  x  (2  x  250ml) 
6  x  (2  x  250ml) 


Camay  6  Bar 


i  (6  x  Balh) 


FAIRY  Fa,r*6Bar 


12  x  (6  x  Balh) 


Zest 


18  x  (4  x  Bath) 


Rirley'S   Farley's  Rusks 
Low  Sugar 
Low  Sugar 
Original 
Original 


12 


2  x  Lqe 
2  x  Fam 
2xlge 
2  x  Fam 


TRADE 


Normal 
Price 


7  58 
5  55 


GillGttG  G,llet1e  G"  Cartridges 


5s 
1 0s 


W 


Id  like  to  know  more  about  the  following 
res|ic/Vantage  services: 

ing  an  account  with  Vestric 

/ estric  Chemist's  Practice  Loan  Scheme 


la 


age 

age  staff  training  scheme 
WHICHEVER  APPLICABLE 


□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 


e .... 
ess. 


return  to  John  Kerry,  Marketing  Manager,  C  D 1 7/ 1 2 

eting  Department,  Vestric  Limited,  West  Lane,  Runcorn  WA7  2PE 


HarmOIly  Harmony  Hairspray 

Difficult  12xStd 

Dry  1 2  x  Std 

Fine  12  x  Sid 

Normal  12  x  Sid 

Difficult  12  x  Lge 

Dry  1 2  x  Lge 

Fine  12  x  Lge 

Normal  1 2  x  Lge 


Johnson's  Baby 
Powder 


24  x  100gm 
24  x  200gm 
24  x  300gm 
12  x  450gm 


Lo"t(.->X     Kotex  Brevia  12x10 
Dayfresh  Pantliners  12x10 
12  x  30 

Simplicity  Mini  Pads  12x10 


loving 
care* 


Loving  Care  Colourant 
Silver  Pearl 
Silvery  Slate 
Golden  Blonde 
Ash  Blonde 
Light  Ash  Brown 
Light  Gold  Brown 
Medium  Ash  Brown 
Medium  Gold  Brown 
Dark  Brown 
Dark  Warm  Brown 
Natural  Black 


mdClSdnS  Mac|eans  Sensitive 

Teeth  Formula  24  x  50ml 

Toothpaste  24  x  85ml 


Paddi         Paddi  Cosifits 

COSIFITS  UptolOlbsStd  12x10 

Econ  6  x  32 

10lbsto20lbsStd  12x10 

Econ  6  x  28 

Over  20lbs  Std  12x10 

Econ  6  x  24 


SURE 


Sure  Antiperspirant 

Large; 

Cool  Pink 

12  x  107ml 

Cool  Blue 

12  x  107ml 

Cool  Green 

12  x  107ml 

Cool  Amber 

12  x  107ml 

Mens 

12  x  107ml 

Economy 

Cooi  Pink 

6  x  143ml 

Cool  Blue 

6  x  143ml 

Cool  Green 

6  x  143ml 

Cool  Amber 

6  x  143ml 

Mens 

6  x  143ml 

Ultra  Brite  Toothpaste 

48  x  Std 

36  x  Lge 

36  x  Ex  Lge 
24  x  Fam 


c\eSDtt}    Vespre  Press-on  Towels 

"        Regular  24  x  10 

12  x  20 

Deodorant  24  x  10 

12  x  20 


Panti  Liners  24  x  30 

Snap-on  Baby  Pants     1 2  x  Lge 


6  10 
6  10 
6  10 
6  10 
8  625 
8  625 
8  625 
8  625 


7  953 
13  90 
18  429 
1 1  929 


16  11 
22  73 


1 1  65 

17  77 
14  66 

18  27 
18  96 
20  20 


12  257 

11  335 

12  869 
1 1  901 


9  31 
3  69 


Vestric 
Price 


4  23 
4  23 
4  23 
4  23 
4  23 
4  23 


13  44 


4  95 
6  75 
4  95 
6  75 


14  70 

26  50 


4  56 
4  56 
4  56 
4  56 
6  27 
6  27 
6  27 
6  27 


6  66 
1 1  70 
15  54 
10  05 


3  12 
3  20 
8  53 
3  41 


2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 
2  85 


13  80 
19  68 


13  62 
11  76 

15  84 
13  98 

16  20 


6  30 
6  30 
6  30 
6  30 
6  30 

4  08 
4  08 
4  08 
4  08 


8  64 
8  55 
13  14 
10  80 


10  20 
9  42 

10  68 
9  90 


Vantage 
Price 


4  04 
4  04 
4  04 
4  04 
4  04 
4  04 


12  84 


10  98 


4  83 
6  60 
4  83 
6  60 


14  11 

25  38 


R.S.P 


Norma 
Price 


4  38 
4  38 
4  38 
4  38 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 


6  42 
11  22 
14  82 

9  60 


297 
3  03 
8  15 
3  24 


77 
1  09 
■  09 
1  09 
1  09 


54 
95 
1  26 
1  63 


2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 
2  79 


13  20 
18  84 


8  46 

12  93 
1116 
15  12 

13  20 
15  39 


6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  87 
3  87 
3  87 
3  87 
3  87 


8  28 
8  10 
12  60 
10  32 


9  90 
9  18 
10  32 
9  63 


8  02 
2  82 


Vestric 
Price 


1  04 
1  04 
1  04 
1  04 
1  04 
1  04 


99 
1  79 


1  01 
1  43 


1  19 
1  19 

1  43 
1  43 
1  43 
1  43 
1  43 


1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 
1  37 


89 
1  25 


87 

2  67 
1  15 

3  11 
1  37 
3  18 


59 
1  08 

61 
1  14 


Pure  Natural  Beatson  Glass 

The  timeless  container 

Glass,  the  natural  choice  for  pharmaceutical  tablets  and  liquids.  Glass  containers  enhance  your 
products  perfectly.  Select  natural  glass  from  our  stock  range  of  bottles  in  amber,  white  flint  or  made  to  your  own  requirements. 

Beatson  Clark  pic  23  Moorgate  Road  Rotherham  South  Yorkshire  S60  2 AA  Telephone  Rotherham  (0709)  79141  Telex  54329 


Beatson  Clark 
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Search  for  male 

contraceptive 

continues 

insertion  of  tablets  containing  80mg  was 
found  to  be  more  effective  than  other 
barrier  methods  of  contraception  and 
equal  to  some  low  dose  oral  drugs.  It  has 
been  shown  that  the  concentration  of 
propranolol  required  to  immobilise  sperm 
is  1 ,000  times  greater  than  that  found  in 
semen  after  oral  dosage.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  risk  of  systemic  side-effects 
due  to  the  ready  vaginal  absorption  of  the 
drug,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  d- 
isomer  of  propranolol,  which  is  an 
effective  spermicide  without  /3-blocking 
activity,  should  be  used  rather  than  the 
commercially  available  drug  which  is  a 
racemic  mixture. 

A  sponge  made  of  polyurethane  foam 
impregnanted  with  the  spermicide 
nonoxinol-9,  intended  for  intravaginal 
use,  has  been  marketed  in  the  US  with  the 
name  Today.  It  is  claimed  to  have  a 
success  rate  of  80  to  85  per  cent  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  it  will  be  launched  in  the 
UK  early  in  1984. 

Research  for  non-toxic  synthetic 
sweetening  agents  has  led  to  the  study  of 
chlorinated  sucroses,  some  of  which  are 
3,000  times  sweeter  than  sugar.  Routine 
toxicological  tests  revealed  that  when  the 
compound  6-chloro-6-dioxy-glucose 
(CDG)  was  fed  to  rats,  male  fertility  was 
inhibited  due  to  the  suppression  of  sperm 
motility.  Fertility  was  restored  when 
administration  ceased.  Onset  of  this  male 
infertility  in  rats  occurs  in  about  five  days 
on  a  daily  intake  of  24mg/kg  CDG.  The 
compound  has  not  yet  been  studied  in 
man,  but  the  findings  will  obviously  lead 
to  further  studies  of  chlorinated  sugars  in 
the  search  for  an  oral  male  contraceptive. 

Another  approach  to  male 
contraception  is  the  chance  observation 
that  sulphasalazine  (Salazopyrin)  could 
produce  a  reversible  infertility  in  man. 
This  may  be  a  pointer  to  a  worthwhile 
investigation  of  related  compounds. 

Antineoplastic  agents  and 
Immunosuppression 

The  treatment  of  cancer  by  single  agents 
rapidly  leads  to  malignant  cells  becoming 
resistant  to  the  one  drug,  hence  the  wide 
use  in  recent  years  of  multiple  drug 
regimes,  which  employ  intensive 
combination  therapy  frequently  in 
conjunction  with  surgery  and/or 
radiotherapy.  These  methods  have 
resulted  in  the  cure  of  some  forms  of  the 
disease  given  patients  added  years  of 


disease-free  life.  New  agents  are 
constantly  under  investigation  and  during 
the  past  year  several  drugs  have  become 
available  or  will  do  so  in  the  near  future. 

Mitomycin  C  Kyowa  is  an  alkylating 
agent  which  is  activated  in  the  tissues 
where  it  disrupts  DNA  in  malignant  cells 
by  forming  a  complex  with  it  and  inhibits 
cell  division  by  interfering  with  the 
biosynthesis  of  DNA.  The  drug  is  given  in 
combination  with  other  compounds  by 
intravenous  injection  in  a  dosage  of  4  to 
lOmg  at  one  to  six  weekly  intervals 
depending  on  concurrent  therapy  and 
bone  marrow  recovery  (depression  of 
bone  marrow  function  is  the  principle 
toxic  effect).  Because  of  its  potential 
hazards  Mitomycin  C  Kyowa  should  only 
be  used  under  the  guidance  of  a  physician 
experienced  in  cytotoxic  cancer 
chemotherapy. 

Much  effort  has  been  made  to  direct 
cytotoxic  drugs  to  tumour  cells  instead  of 
exerting  overall  cell  damage.  A  novel 
method  under  study  is  to  couple  the  vinca 
alkaloid  vindesine  (  Eldisine)  with  a 
monoclonal  antibody  by  which  means  the 
therapeutic  index  of  the  drug  is  increased, 
but  so  far  there  is  no  proof  that  the 
antibody  acts  as  a  selective  target  delivery 
agent.  A  number  of  antibodies  have  been 
prepared  for  antigens  associated  with 
various  types  of  human  cancer  and  the 
work  so  far  is  encouraging  on  human 
interstitial  tumours  implanted  in  mice 
(Pharm  J  1983,  July  23,  96). 

The  prevention  of  cancer  is  another 
area  being  explored  particularly  with 
vitamin  A  analogues.  It  has  been  known 
for  some  time  that  vitamin  A  deficiency 
leads  to  the  degeneration  of  epithelial 


cells,  a  feature  of  some  precancerous 
conditions.  Although  cancer  may  not  be 
due  to  vitamin  A  deficiency,  it  opens  the 
possible  use  of  the  substance  as  a 
therapeutic  agent;  until  recently  the  high 
toxicity  of  the  natural  vitamin  has 
prevented  this  study.  However,  with  the 
development  of  the  retinoids  (vitamin  A 
analogues)  with  reduced  toxicity,  eg. 
etrinate  and  isotretinoin  (see  below)  it  has 
been  possible  to  examine  their  therapeutic 
activity  in  precancerous  states. 
Isotretinoin  has  been  studied  in 
preleukaemic  patients,  some  of  which 
showed  marked  improvement  in  the  blood 
picture. 

The  combined  use  of  vitamin  E  and 
selenium-75  (as  selenomethionine)  is 
another  method  under  investigation  to 
prevent  premalignant  states  becoming 
active.  Yet  a  further  approach  to  the  same 
objective  is  the  daily  administration  of 
/^-carotene. 

Other  new  anticancer  agents  are 
mitoxantrone  for  metastatic  breast 
carcinoma,  aclacinomycin  (already 
marketed  in  Japan  and  France)  which  has 
given  best  results  in  leukaemia 
particularly  when  used  in  multiple  drug 
therapies,  leuprolidine  for  advanced 
prostatic  cancer  and  burserelin,  a 
synthetic  peptide  hormone,  also  for 
prostatic  cancer. 

Trials  with  interferon  continue. 
Originally  scarcity  of  the  substance  held 
up  research,  now  it  seems  that  the 
proliferation  of  differing  types  provides 
greatly  extended  opportunity.  It  is  known 
that  a  type  of  -interferon  has  given 
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Cannabinoids  find 
a  place  to 
treat  nausea 

beneficial  results  in  renal  cell  carcinoma, 
malignant  melanoma  and  multiple 
myeloma.  It  is  hoped  that  soon  a  licence 
to  market  this  compound  under  the  name 
Inton  will  be  granted  for  at  least  two 
cancerous  conditions. 

The  toxic  side-effects  of  antineoplastic 
drugs  are  numerous  and  distressing,  no 
more  so  than  severe  nausea  and  vomiting. 
A  synthetic  cannabinoid,  nabilone 
(Cesamet)  has  become  available  on  a 
hospital  only  basis  for  the  control  of 
nausea  and  vomiting.  It  is  supplied  as 
capsules  of  lmg  and  is  given  in  adult 
dosage  of  lmg  or  2mg  twice  daily,  starting 
on  the  night  before  chemotherapy 
followed  by  the  second  dose  1  to  3  hours 
before  the  first  cytotoxic  dose.  The 
commonest  side-effect  is  drowsiness. 

Nonabine  is  another  cannabinoid  anti- 
emetic being  studied.  It  has  a  similar 
activity  to  chlorpromazine  against 
cytotoxic-induced  vomiting.  No  serious 
side-effects  occurred  with  either  drug  in 
one  trial  but  when  the  two  substances 
were  used  in  combination  unacceptable 
sedation  was  experienced. 

The  alkylating  agents  cyclo- 
phosphamide and  ifosfamide  gave  rise  to 
urotoxic  effects,  eg.  haemorrhagic 
cystitis,  for  which  the  substance  mesna  or 
sodium  2-mercaptoethane  sulphonate 
(Uromitexan)  is  given  to  protect  against 


such  urotoxic  actions.  Mesna  is  given  as 
an  intravenous  bolus  in  a  dose  equal  to  20 
per  cent  of  the  alkylating  agent  on  a  w/w 
basis,  repeated  after  four  and  again  after 
8  hours.  Mesna  does  not  influence  the 
antitumour  activity  of  the  drugs  and 
protects  only  against  the  urotoxic  effect. 

About  130  bone  marrow  transplants 
(BMT)  are  performed  annually  in  the  UK 
for  disorders  such  as  acute  lymphoblastic 
leukaemia,  acute  myeloid  leukaemia  and 
severe  aplastic  anaemia.  Three  problems 
affect  the  recipient  after  BMT,  namely 
rejection  of  the  graft,  graft  versus  host 
disease  (GVHD),  and  infection  before  the 
graft  has  become  established.  Of  these 
GVHD  is  the  principle  cause  of  morbidity 
and  mortality.  Cyclosporin  A 
(Sandimmun)  was  originally  screened  for 
antifungal  action,  but  was  found  also  to 
have  immunosuppressive  properties  and 
has  now  been  licensed  for  the  prevention 
of  graft  rejection  following  BMT  and  for 
the  prophylaxis  and  treatment  of  GVHD. 
Cyclosporin  A  is  supplied  as  a  yellow  oily 
solution  for  oral  use  containing 
lOOmg/ml  and  as  a  brown-yellow  oily 
solution  for  intravenous  injection  after 
suitable  dilution,  in  ampoules  containing 
50mg/ml.  Treatment  usually  begins  the 
day  before  transplantation  and  is 
continued  for  three  to  six  months.  Acute 
GVHD  may  appear  from  four  to  70  days 
after  the  transplant  and  affects  up  to  70 
per  cent  of  BMT  patients.  It  is 
characterised  by  fever,  skin  rash, 
jaundice,  severe  diarrhoea  and  increased 
susceptibility  to  infection.  A  chronic  form 
of  the  condition  may  appear  after  70 
days. 


Drugs  for  musculoskeletal 
and  joint  diseases 

No  new  non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory 
agents  have  been  marketed  this  year. 
Obviously  there  is  still  room  for  more 
compounds  as  there  are  groups  of 
sufferers  from  rheumatoid  disease  that 
fail  to  respond  to  existing  drugs.  One 
compound  reported  to  be  making  good 
trial  progress  is  nabumetone,  which  has  a 
long  half-life  permitting  once  daily  dosage 
accompanied  by  high  efficacy  and  low 
incidence  of  side-effects. 

The  substance  BW755C  is  a  cyclo- 
oxygenase  and  lipoxygenase  inhibitor 
which  has  a  more  comprehensive  anti- 
inflammatory action  than  aspirin,  but  in 
high  systemic  dosage  causes  haemolytic 
anaemia.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  use  it 
as  a  topical  anti-inflammatory  and  to  find 
non  toxic  analogues  for  systemic 
administration. 

Chymopapain  (Chymodiactin)  has 
been  marketed  in  the  US  for  the  treatment 
of  back  problems  as  an  alternative  to 
surgery  in  conditions  such  as  slipped  disc. 
Chymopapain  is  a  proteolytic  enzyme 
isolated  from  the  latex  of  the  papaya 
plant  and  is  injected  into  the  affected  area 
where  it  causes  a  dissolution  of  herniated 
material  around  the  slipped  disc,  thus 
removing  pressure  on  the  surrounding 
nerves.  Up  to  1  per  cent  of  recipients 
develop  an  anaphylaxis  to  the  product. 


Drugs  affecting  the  skin 


Two  preparations  have  become  available 
in  the  current  year  for  the  treatment  of 
severe  refractory  acne  that  has  failed  to 
respond  to  systemic  antibiotic  therapy. 
Both  are  aimed  at  depressing  the 
production  of  sebum  in  acne  sufferers. 
Overproduction  of  sebum  is  thought  to 
act  as  the  main  force  to  the  disease 
coupled  with  bacterial  and  other  factors. 

Isotretinoin  (13-cis  retinoic  acid),  a 
synthetic  retinoid  (vitamin  A  analogue),  is 
a  stereoisomer  of  retinoin,  a  compound 
already  used  in  acne  treatment.  It  is  now 
marketed  here  under  the  name 
Roaccutane.  It  temporarily  reduces  the 
activity  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  reducing 
secretion  of  sebum  by  up  to  80  to  90  per 
cent.  Dosage  of  isotretinoin  is  individual 
depending  on  response  and  tolerance. 
Total  remission  or  nearly  so  occurs  with  a 
12  to  16  week  course,  starting  with 
0.5mg/kg  daily  for  four  weeks.  Dosage 
may  be  increased  to  lmg/kg  per  day  to 
obtain  response  provided  the  patient  can 
tolerate  the  higher  dosage.  Roaccutane  is 
supplied  in  soft-gelatin  capsules 
containing  5mg  and  20mg.  The  most 
frequent  side-effect  is  dryness  of  the  skin 


1104 


Chemist  &  Druggist  17/24/31  December  1983 


ADVANCES  IN  THERAPY  1983 


and  mucous  membranes.  Isotretinoin  is 
teratogenic  in  animals,  so  that  female 
patients  must  use  efficient  contraception 
while  under  treatment  and  for  one  month 
after  cessation  of  the  therapy.  At  present 
Roaccutane  is  supplied  to  hospitals  only. 

Sebum  secretion  is  androgen 
controlled  and  the  other  new  agent  for  the 
treatment  of  acne  depends  for  its  action 
on  the  anti-androgen  cyproterone  acetate, 
together  with  ethinyloestradiol  which 
reduces  the  levels  of  active  circulating 
androgen.  This  combination  has  been 
named  Diane  and  is  supplied  as  pink 
sugar-coated  tablets  containing 
cyproterone  acetate  2mg  and 
ethinyloestradiol  50mcg.  It  is  for  the 
treatment  of  women  only  because  of  its 
feminising  effect  on  the  male;  it  acts 
moreover  as  an  oral  contraceptive.  For 
cases  of  severe  refractory  acne  the  dosage 
is  one  tablet  daily  for  21  days  starting  on 
the  fifth  day  of  the  menstrual  cycle,  each 
subsequent  course  being  preceded  by 
seven  tablet-free  days.  When  the  acne 
and/or  hirsutism  has  resolved  the 
treatment  should  be  stopped,  but 
additional  courses  may  be  given  if  the 
conditions  recurs. 


The  scars  of  acne  can  be  very 
disfiguring,  also  those  of  some  facial 
surgery  and  wounds.  These  can  now  be 
improved  by  the  use  of  a  collagen  implant 
(Zyderm).  The  preparation  is  a  purified 
dermal  collagen  obtained  from  cow  hide 
and  is  supplied  for  use  as  a  suspension  in 
saline  together  with  0.3  per  cent 
lignocaine.  Before  starting  treatment  of 
scars  a  test  implant  of  0. 1ml  is  given  to 
ensure  freedom  from  allergy.  If  there  is 
no  untoward  reaction  scar  treatment  may 
commence  using  the  1ml  dose  injected 
intradermally.  For  best  results  two  to  six 
implantations  are  usually  required. 
Zyderm  is  unsuitable  for  breast 
implantations.  At  present  the  product  is 
available  to  plastic  sugeons  and 
dermatologists  only.  ■ 


PRIZE  DRAW 
WINNERS 


FIRST  PRIZE  £100 


2944 


SECOND  PRIZES  OF  £20 

2882     5263  3553 
4612 
7669 
1657 


7108 
0420 


6421 
5350 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM  THE  BRAND  LEADER  -  LEMSIP 
Winners  will  be  confirmed  by  post  and  prize 
cheques  will  be  despatched  direct  to  the  address 
shown  on  the  counterfoil. 


OVER  600  PHARMACIES  NOW  SELLING 
OUR  ELECTRONIC  BLOOD  PRESSURE  MONITORS. 
NEW  MODEL  UA-231 


NOW  -  FULLY  AUTOMATIC  PRESS-BUTTON 
OPERATION  -  NO  SQUEEZE  BULB. 

NO  STETHOSCOPE  REQUIRED.  LARGE  DIGITAL  DISPLAY 
NEW,  HIGH  QUALITY  MICRO  COMPUTER  DESIGN  FOR 
FAST.  EFFICIENT  AND  CONSISTENTLY  ACCURATE  BLOOD 
PRESSURE  MONITORING.  UA  231  IS  DESIGNED  FOR  IN 
ADDITION  TO  PROFESSIONAL  USE,  PATIENT'S  OWN 

HOME  USE.  RETAIL:  £79.50  +  VAT. 
TRADE.  LESS  30%.  (ALSO  SAME  MODEL.  UA  251  WITH 
TEAR  OFF  PAPER  PRINT  OUT  RECORDER,  PRINTING  DATE 
TIME  OF  DAY,  SYSTOLIC/DIASTOLIC  PRESSURE,  HEART 
RATE  BEAT  PER  MINUTE.  RETAIL:  £150  +  VAT. 
TRADE:  LESS  25%.) 
NOTE:  ELECTRONIC  MODEL  B108  U  CHECK  -  NOW  IN  IT'S 
TENTH  YEAR,  IS  STILL  A  FAST  POPULAR  SELLER.  RETAIL 
£45  PLUS  VAT.  TRADE:  £28.50  PLUS  VAT. 
PHONE  OR  WRITE  FOR  BROCHURES.  ATTRACTIVE  COLOURED 
SH0WCARDS  ON  REQUEST. 

STEPHENS  CO  MEDICAL  ELECTRONICS, 
41/CD  DICKSON  ROAD,  BLACKPOOL. 
TEL:  0253  31043 


Chemist  &  Druggist  17/24/31  December  1983 


1105 


PHARMACY  ECONOMICS 


« 


Essential  checklists  in 
fixture  valuation 

Careful  valuation  of  fixtures  and  fittings  is  essential 
when  considering  the  purchase  of  a  pharmacy.  In  this 
tenth  part  of  his  current  series,  Eric  Jensen,  BCom, 
MPS,  looks  at  pitfalls  for  the  unwary. 


When  assessing  the  value  of  fixtures  and 
fittings,  some  of  the  main  factors  to  be 
considered  are: 

□  Age  and  condition  of  the  items.  Value 
usually  falls  with  increasing  age,  but 
condition  and  suitability  for  purpose  are 
relevant.  In  some  instances  age  enhances 
the  value  of  certain  items,  as  does  scarcity 
and  historical  importance.  Carboys, 
specimen  jars  etc,  can  command  a  high 
price  from  pharmacists  and  dealers. 

□  Suitability  to  the  pharmacy.  Fixtures 
and  fittings  are  sometimes  quite  out  of 
keeping  with  the  business,  being  either 
over  elaborate  or  below  the  standard 
appropriate  to  a  pharmaceutical  image.  In 
either  case,  value  would  tend  to  be  lower 
than  if  the  items  were  in  keeping  with  the 
shop.  The  purchaser  of  a  pharmacy 
unsuitably  fitted  might  find  it  necessary  to 
dispose  of  the  fixtures  before  the  end  of 
their  normal  life  and  would  be  wise  to 
bear  this  in  mind  when  finalising  the 
purchase  price.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  fixtures  sold  other  than  as  part  of  a 
going  concern  are  usually  very  severely 
discounted  in  value. 

□  Necessity  of  buying  any  of  the  items  in 
the  pharmacy  —  whether  in  the 
dispensary,  stockroom  or  front-shop.  A 
prospective  buyer  might  find  equipment, 
which  is  in  good  condition  and 
appropriate,  but  little  used.  What  is  to 
happen  to  such  items  must  be  clarified 
during  the  preliminary  negotiations.  A 
clear  understanding  should  be  reached,  in 
writing,  as  to  whether  they  are  to  be 
included  in  any  transaction,  and  if  so,  on 
what  terms.  The  agreement  must  then  be 
incorporated  into  the  contract. 

□  Difference  in  value  of  items  sold 
separately  from  the  business.  The  buyer 
should  expect  to  pay  the  in  situ  value,  as  it 
is  not  generally  justifiable  to  buy  a  going 
concern's  assets  at  the  price  applicable  to 
a  separate  sale  of  assets. 

The  fact  that  a  purchaser  might  wish 
to  scrap  all  the  fixtures  and  refit  is  not 
decisive,  as  the  pharmacy  has  been  doing 
the  volume  of  trade  on  which  the  goodwill 
is  based,  with  the  in  situ  items.  However, 
the  price  placed  on  fixtures  will  naturally 
influence  the  buyer's  view  of  the  total 
value  of  the  pharmacy.  Referring  back  to 
previous  points  made,  it  is  stressed  that 


certain  items  (see  above)  could  be  worth 
more  if  sold  separately,  outside  the 
pharmacy. 

Items  on  lease 

□  A  purchaser  should,  at  an  early  stage, 
find  out  whether  any  items  are  on  a 
leasing  arrangement,  or  if  for  any  other 
reason  they  are  not  the  property  of  the 
vendor.  The  terms  of  leasing  should  be 
closely  examined  to  discover  the  position 
on  transfers  to  a  third  party. 
Arrangements  should  also  be  made 
regarding  any  items  which  cannot  be  used 
or  which  can  only  be  used  after  incurring 
expense.  An  example  is  a  facia  board 
bearing  a  name  not  applicable  to  the 
future. 

□  A  written  inventory  of  all  fixtures, 
fittings  and  trade  utensils  to  be  included 
in  the  transaction,  should  be  prepared  and 
attached  to  the  contract.  It  is  imperative 
that  the  vendor  of  a  pharmacy  should 
make  clear  to  any  one  inspecting  the 
business  what,  if  any,  items  are  excluded 
from  the  sale.  Such  items  should  be 
specified  in  the  sale  particulars  drawn  up 
and  supplied  to  prospective  buyers.  It 
would  be  even  better  if  such  items  were 
removed  before  visits  of  inspection  took 
place. 

Considerable  annoyance  can  be 
caused  if  a  potential  buyer  sees,  for 
instance,  a  typewriter  or  calculator,  only 
to  be  told  later  that  it  belongs  to  the 
vendor's  son  or  daughter  and  is  not  for 
sale.  Again,  it  is  not  unknown  for  a  seller 
to  reveal  late-on  in  negotiations  that  the 
ointment  jars  and  such  like,  adorning  the 
pharmacy,  are  to  be  removed  to  enhance 
his  home.  A  purchaser  is  not  necessarily 
consoled  by  the  knowledge  that  he  or  she 
will  not  have  to  pay  for  the  items,  if  it  was 
believed  they  were  for  sale. 

□  Occasionally  a  vendor  will  give  an 
inclusive  quote  for  lease,  goodwill, 
fixtures  and  fittings,  with  the  stock  to  be 
additional  at  valuation.  It  can  be  very 
important  from  the  tax  angle  to  find  out 
just  how  the  amount  is  divided  between 
lease  /  goodwill  and  fixtures  and  fittings. 
At  some  stage  separate  figures  will  have  to 
be  alloted  and  the  interests  of  vendor  and 
purchaser  might  be  opposed.  On  no 
account  should  any  private  arrangement 


be  made  between  buyer  and  vendor;  each 
should  take  advice  from  their  own 
accountant  and  solicitor. 

Financial  considerations 

Experience  shows  that  many  prospective 
purchasers  fail  to  investigate  businesses 
with  the  thoroughness  suggested  here. 
Often  they  pay  dearly  for  the  ommission. 

Before  considering  the  crucial  matter 
of  funding  a  purchase  it  could  be  helpful 
therefore,  if  an  outline  of  the  absolute 
minimum  scale  of  enquiry  into  any 
pharmacy  under  consideration  is  given. 
The  following  questions  should  be  asked 
and  a  written  record  of  the  answers  made: 

How  much  money  is  available  from 
the  prospective  buyer's  own  rescources, 
and  also  from  other  sources?  On  what 
terms  would  outside  finance  be 
forthcoming;  would  the  supplier  also 
want  to  investigate  any  proposition  in 
depth,  and  could  this  be  the  cause  of 
undue  delay  and  possible  loss  of  a  suitable 
opportunity?  Is  such  outside  finance 
definitely  and  promptly  there? 

If  money  is  borrowed,  how  much  will 
be  left  for  the  borrower's  use  after  interest 
and  capital  payments?  Remember  that  the 
capital  repayments  have  to  be  made  out  of 
taxed  income,  assuming  tax  is  payable, 
although  tax  relief  might  be  obtained  on 
interest  payments.  The  time  to  check  this 
with  an  accountant  is  before  any 
commitment  is  entered  into.  Advice 
should  be  sought  on  the  pros  and  cons  of 
forming  a  limited  company. 

Personal  priorities 

Exactly  what  type  of  pharmacy  is  sought? 
What  is  required  in  terms  of  location, 
schooling,  income,  family  needs,  job 
satisfaction?  Have  wife  or  husband, 
children,  other  interested  parties,  been 
brought  into  the  decision-making? 

Has  the  would-be  buyer  drawn  up  a 
scale  of  personal  priorities?  Is  profit  the 
principle  objective;  how  far  is  profit  to  be 
sacrificed  to  social  and  other  amenities  if 
necessary?  Many  pharmacies  in  delightful 
areas  have  low  turnovers,  while  some 
appear  to  have  almost  everything  in  their 
favour. 

Have  the  technical,  temperamental 
and  social  qualifications  of  the 
prospective  buyer  been  carefully 
measured  against  the  type  of  pharmacy 
sought?  An  informed  outside  opinion 
could  be  salutory. 

When  the  expected  income  has  been 
assessed  has  the  capital  outlay  involved  in 
moving  house  (if  necessary)  and  other 
expenses  indirectly  tied  up  with  business 
purchase  been  fully  allowed  for  in 
budgeting? 

Has  the  area  been  minutely 
investigated,  working  from  a  general 
survey  down  to  the  immediate  district  and 
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street?  Has  the  local  area  been  examined 
on  foot;  how  many  times  has  the  locality 
and  the  pharmacy  been  visited  —  under 
what  weather  conditions  and  on  what 
days? 

Have  maps  been  made  to  pinpoint 
competition?  Has  a  check  been  made  on 
development  plans  and  a  visit  been  made 
to  the  local  authority  as  part  of  these 
investigations? 

Have  accounts  been  studied  as 
described  earlier  and  has  an  accountant's 
help  been  enlisted?  How  many  other 
pharmacies  have  been  investigated  and 
what  expert  advice  has  been  drawn  upon? 

Has  the  broad  economic  base  of  the 
area,  including  special  points  of 
immediate  local  significance  been  looked 
at?  Has  the  condition  of  the  property 
been  checked  and  a  surveyor's  report  been 
commissioned?  What  of  the  obligations 
of  a  tenant  if  a  lease  is  to  be  taken? 

Weighing  the  risk 

The  next  article  in  this  series  will  deal  with 
the  ways  in  which  money  might  be  found 
for  purchase  of  a  pharmacy,  but 
meanwhile  a  few  caveats  are  perhaps  in 
order. 

First,  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  one  can 


over-investigate  as  well  as  under- 
investigate  a  proposition.  The  perfect 
business  does  not  exist  and  reasons  can  be 
found  to  reject  any  pharmacy.  Risk  is 
inherent  in  every  transaction  and  it  is 
important  to  weigh  this  in  relation  to 
hoped-for  profit,  both  financial  and 
other. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  a  seller 
is  not  necessarily  waiting  upon  the 
decision  of  just  a  single  buying 
"prospect."  Many  prospective  buyers 
have  pondered  for  weeks  only  to  find  that 
the  delay  has  cost  them  the  pharmacy  they 
would  have  settled  for. 

Finally,  we  should  remind  ourselves 
that  there  is  no  scientific  formula  for 
arriving  at  the  value  of  goodwill. 
Judgment  and  experience  can  be  as  vital 
and  relevant  as  figures,  although  the  latter 
should  be  studied.  The  market  will 
ultimately  decide  what  a  business  is  worth 
and  as  no-one  can  be  dogmatic  over  a 
precise  goodwill  value,  there  is  no  sense  in 
haggling  over  a  trivial  sum.  A  wise 
investigator  will  examine  the  past  but  will 
be  primarily  concerned  with  the  future 
prospects  for  a  pharmacy  under 
consideration.  ■ 


Measuring  (he  Social  Benefits  of 
Medicine,  Professor  George  Teeling 
Smith.  Hardback,  £7.50.  Office  of  Health 
Economics,  12  Whitehall,  London  SW1. 
The  book  describes  new  techniques  which 
have  been  developed  to  measure 
improvements  in  the  quality  of  life  — 
improvements  which  the  editor  says  have 
been  neglected  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
measuring  subjective  benefits  of  medical 
care.  Based  on  papers  given  at  Brunei 
University  in  1983,  the  book  has  two 
approaches.  In  the  first  a  health  index 
adds  together  a  range  of  measurements  of 
discomfort  and  disability  to  produce  a 
single  scale  of  well  being.  The  second  is  to 
produce  a  health  profile,  describing  the 
extent  of  a  patient's  handicap  in  terms 
such  as  their  ability  to  walk  up  stairs  or  to 
dress  themselves.  Both  approaches  are 
described  in  use  in  a  variety  of 
circumstances. 


£3,000  Reward 

will  be  paid  to  anybody  who  can 
name  all  the  new  shops  opened  in 
London  in  November, 


200-300  new  shops 

open  in  London  every  single  month 
we  know  the  addresses  of  all  of  them. 
This  explosive  information  is  available 
to  your  main  competitor  or  to  you, 
who  will  it  be  ...  ? 

Pick  up  the  'phone  and  call 

01-451  2292 

Now! 

Ruth  James,  Mast  Enterprises, 
Suite  4,  37  Christchurch  Avenue, 
London  NW6. 


Stepharbv  farmaceutischeprodukten 


SPECIALISTS  IN 


PARALLEL 
IMPORT/ EXPORT 
PHARMACEUTICALS 

Under  licence  from  the  Dutch  Health  Authority 


We  offer  the  Community  Pharmacist; 

•  Over  10  years  experience  in  parallel  importing. 

•  300  well-known  ethical  products. 

•  Competitive  prices. 

•  Delivery  throughout  the  U.K. 

•  Guaranteed  products  of  E.E.C.  origin. 

•  Convenient  payment  system  in  pounds  sterling. 

•  Pharmacist's  indemnity  insurance. 

•  Product  recall  system. 

Marcel  Hamilton  will  be  pleased  to  answer  your  questions 
and  send  you  our  latest  price  list. 

STEPHAR  B.V. 

Van  Utrechtweg  4 
2921 LN  Krimpen  aan  den  Ijssel 

HOLLAND 
Telephone:  010-31-1807-10444 
Telex:  25542  Steph  NIL 
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TIMES  REMEMBERED 


A  pharmacist  s  adventures 
50  years  ago  in  the  Raj 

The  life  of  a  medical  representative  in  India  in  the  late 
1930s  was  a  culture  shock  after  depressed  Britain. 
Quinine  could  be  bought  at  the  Post  Office,  fraud  and 
adulteration  were  rife  and  doctors  were  frequently  paid 
with  chickens  and  eggs.  Allon  J.  Wilson  found  it  a  "hard 
life  but  a  good  one". 


Early  in  1937,  three  pharmacists  —  an 
Englishman,  a  Scotsman  and  a  Welshman 

—  boarded  the  P&O  (Peninsular  and 
Oriental)  liner  Comorin  (affectionately 
"creaking"  Comorin)  at  Tilbury  dock  to 
go  to  India.  My  brother  came  to  see  me 
off.  "See  you  in  four  years  time,"  he 
said.  But  the  shadow  of  the  coming  war 
was  already  creeping  forward.  "I  doubt 
it,"  I  replied.  It  was  to  be  ten  years  before 
we  met  again. 

In  those  days  it  took  three  weeks  to  get 
to  Bombay.  One  could  save  a  week  and 
dodge  the  dreaded  tempestuous  Bay  of 
Biscay,  by  taking  the  train  via  Paris  to 
join  the  ship  at  Marseilles,  which  many 
first-class  passengers  did.  One  passenger 
had  his  arm  in  a  sling  because  he  had  told 
his  doctor  that  smallpox  vaccine  did  not 
"take"  on  him.  "Doesn't  take,  doesn't 
it?"  said  the  doctor,  "We'll  see  .  .  ." 
Massive  scarification  resulted  in  an  arm  as 
fat  as  a  leg,  and  every  itch  scratched 
became  a  re-vaccination  for  months 
afterwards. 

Life  changed  completely  from  being  a 
"Pharmacist  on  the  dole"  (C&D, 
December  19/26,  1981)  and  then  a  time 
grievously  under-paid  in  the  early  '30s. 
(Three  pounds  a  week  for  being  in  charge 
of  ampoule  manufacture  and  the 
Dangerous  Drugs  department  of  a 
London  wholesaler.)  Here  we  were, 
aboard  a  ship,  called  to  dinner  by  a  bugler 
and  expected  to  dress  for  it.  No  wonder 
they  used  to  speak  of  "The  P&O  .  .  .  and 
the  Navy".  Such  was  British  company 
pride! 

We  were  going  out  as  medical 
representatives  to  sell  vitamins,  dissolved 
vaccines  and  sulphanilamide.  We  had 
been  warned  of  dangers  to  be  encountered 

—  like  moonlight  on  the  boat-deck  —  by 
no  less  a  person  than  Alec  Nathan  himself 
(then  chairman,  Glaxo  Laboratories),  at 
our  farewell  party  at  Stone's  Chop 
House.  He  ordered,  and  got,  firkins  of 

I  ale. 

On  the  voyage,  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
made  even  the  cooks  and  waiters  sick  and 
it  was  hard  to  get  a  decent  meal.  At 
Gibraltar  Japanese  silk  shirts  cost  under 


ten  shillings.  At  Marseilles,  at  the  Opera, 
Faust  "with  full  flying  ballet",  had 
thumping  great  wenches  hurtling  down 
from  the  wings  of  the  theatre  on  wires,  to 
wobbly  stances  on  the  stage,  to  an 
accompaniment  of  superbly  played  music. 
At  Suez,  coaling  the  ships  was  by 
hundreds  of  men,  black  with  dust, 
running  and  carrying  sacks  along  planks 
from  dock  to  ship,  shouting  and  singing 
the  while.  De  Lessep's  statue  still  stood  at 
the  entrance  to  the  canal  and  everyone 
went  to  Simon  Arzt's  departmental  store. 
At  Aden  there  was  a  funfair  straight  out 
of  the  "stone  age"  delighting  children  of 
all  ages,  as  it  has  done  ever  since. 


'Culture  shock' 


On  arrival  at  Bombay,  what  we  call  the 
"culture  shock"  was  even  more  startling. 
So  many  men  seemed  to  have  mouths  full 
of  blood  and  red  sputum.  Had  they 
advanced  TB?  But  it  was  only  from 
chewing  betel!  Later,  on  business  in  the 
bazaars  of  country  towns,  one  learned 
how  to  accept  gracefully  the  hospitality  of 
dealers,  and  became  skilled  in  nipping  out 
the  stringy  mid-rib  of  the  betel  leaves, 
applying  the  calcium  ration  by  spreading 
lime  on  the  leaf,  paring  the  bullet-hard 
nutmeg  with  the  special  sheer,  and  adding 
cardamon  seeds  or  other  spices  of  the  East 
to  suit  one's  taste.  The  leaf  was  then 
folded  into  a  triangular  purse,  pinned 
with  a  clove  and  ready  to  chew. 
Surprisingly  refreshing  it  could  be  too. 

Caste  was  paramount.  We  were 
slotted  into  the  appropriate  British  caste 
and  joined  the  Bombay  Gymkhana  as 
newcomers.  No  Indian  people  were 
allowed  as  members.  One  had  golf  in  the 
city  centre  (usually  played  before 
breakfast),  tennis,  badminton,  cricket, 
billiards  and  snooker,  and  signed  for  all 
services  and  drinks.  The  monthly  bill  was 
always  a  shocker!  We  were  in 
"wholesale"  and  expected  not  to 
associate  with  brother  pharmacists  in 
"retail"  who  had  their  own 
"commercial"  (unkindly  "com-ic") 


gymkhana.  We  could  not  join  the  Yacht 
Club  during  our  first  four-year  contract. 
The  Byculla  Club  was  not  for  us.  The 
Willingdon  Club  was  for  "Burra  Sahibs", 
Government  officials,  higher  ranks  of  the 
services  and  directors  of  many  years' 
standing.  The  Willingdon  did  admit 
Indian  people  but  only  those  of  the 
highest  rank  and  wealth. 

Social  contact  with  Indian  people  was 
almost  non-existant  and  association  with 
Anglo-Indians,  ie  people  of  mixed  blood 
(really  Eurasians),  was  frowned  upon, 
and  particularly  with  the  girls  who  were  so 
beautiful.  We  were  under  contract  not  to 
get  married  during  our  first  four-year 
agreement.  It  was  thought  we  might 
marry  unsuitably  one  of  these  women 
who,  through  always  having  had  servants, 
had  never  done  a  stroke  of  housework  or 
cooking,  and  who  really  would  call  a 
servant  if  they  wanted  a  drink  of  water. 
But  many  made  very  good  wives  indeed. 


Chowpatty  to  'mofussil' 


The  medical  consultants,  as  elsewhere, 
were  located  together  —  principally  in 
Hornby  Road  and  Chowpatty  sea-face. 
Our  work  scheme  was  to  be  three  weeks  in 
Bombay  with  them,  followed  by  three 
months  touring  inland  "in  the  mofussil" 
Consultants  were  often  men  who  had 
done  post-graduate  studies  in  Europe  and 
were  professionally  of  the  highest  calibre 
and  a  joy  to  work  with.  Usually  they  came 
from  families  rich  enough  to  pay  for  their 
education  and  included  a  number  of 
Parsees  (Zoroastrians). 

One  famous  consultant  was  an  albino 
Parsee  who  had  an  albino  Alsatian  dog. 
Originally  immigrants  from  Persia, 
Parsees  proved  fine  businessmen  adding 
riches  to  culture.  Their  "Towers  of 
Silence"  were  a  feature  of  Malabar  Hill 
and  where  they  disposed  of  their  dead.  To 
the  pharmacist  trained  in  sterilisation 
techniques  it  seemed  that  they  provided, 
down  to  the  minutest  detail,  a  near- 
perfect  aseptic  disposal  of  a  corpse  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  protect  the  family,  the 
priests  and  bier-bearers  alike  from 
contamination  or  the  spreading  of 
infection  from  the  deceased. 

Gowning,  masking,  and  bathing,  all 
by  ritual,  were  impressive.  Finally  the 
body  would  be  placed  in  the  tower  in  a 
panel,  on  a  conical  sloping  floor  open  to 
the  heavens  for  the  birds  to  pick  clean  of 
flesh.  Eventually  the  bones  turn  to 
powder  and  are  washed  by  monsoon  rains 
down  the  central  channel.  Even  the  all- 
metal  bier  would  be  sterilised  by  natural 
ultra-violet  sunlight.  Thus,  a  fascinating 
religious  ritual  had  long  since  apparently 
anticipated  what  were.then  the  most 
scientific  aseptic  techniques. 
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For  our  travels  we  were  given  the 
choice  of  Chevrolets,  Fords,  and 
Oldsmobiles  of  powerful  capacities.  We 
needed  them!  Outside  the  cities,  if  a 
stretch  of  tarmac  road  was  encountered  it 
lead  immediately  into  some  Raja's 
Palace.  Roads  were  rudimentary,  and 
bridges  few.  Irish  bridges  were  helpful. 
These  were  paved  fords  with  an 
occasional  post  showing  the  depth  of 
water.  Even  on  main  roads  it  often  took 
three  or  four  hours  to  cover  100  miles.  In 
the  rainy  season  the  drive  was  over  rutted, 
corrugated  or  potholed  foundation 
ballast. 

After  the  monsoon  the  ditches  on  each 
side  were  dug  out  and  the  earth  spread 
over  the  surface  by  road  gangs.  This  soon 
dried  and  as  one  drove  along,  a 
tremendous  dust  plume  was  raised.  On- 
coming traffic  did  the  same  and  one  had 
to  plunge  into  this  dust  cloud  and  pray 
that  nothing  else  was  coming.  Overtaking 
was  almost  impossible,  and  being  behind 
a  slow  lorry,  a  choking  purgatory. 
Inevitably,  head-on  collisions  did  occur. 
In  many  places  one  encountered  bullock 
carts.  Often  the  drivers  were  asleep, 
particularly  when  homeward  bound.  Log 
loads  were  a  special  hazard.  If  driving 
cautiously  to  avoid  startling  the  bullocks 
failed,  and  the  animals  shied  away,  the 
cart  slewed  round  and  crashed  the  load  of 
logs  or  whatever  into  the  side  of  the  car. 

Another  salutary  experience  was 
encountering  indigenous  systems  of 
medicine  and  to  have  Western  medicine, 
on  occasions,  dismissed  as  "allopathic". 
Ayurvedic  medicine  was  practised  widely 
and  based  on  writings  before  500BC.  But 
it  was  thrilling  to  encounter  Unani 
(Greek)  medicine  also  in  the  villages. 
This,  apparently,  has  survived  from  the 
days  of  Alexander  the  Great's  invasion 
along  the  Indus  river.  Yet  a  fourth  system 
of  medicine  practised  by  Hakims  came  in 
with  the  Moslem  invasions  about  the 
tenth  century.  All  flourish  together, 
which  is  part  of  the  genius  of  India  .  .  . 


Adulteration  and  fraud 


Western  medicine  was  too  expensive  for 
many.  Even  patients  who  could  afford  it 
would  often  go  to  the  medical  stores 
(shops)  and  buy  enough  medication  for 
one  day  at  a  time.  Broken  bulk  led  to 
adulteration  and  fraud  was  so  rife  that  the 
government  made  quinine  sulphate  tablets 
available  at  post  offices.  Injections  were  a 
main  source  of  a  doctor's  income  and 
often  made  through  clothing,  so  modest 
were  most  women.  The  varieties  of 
medication  available  were  astonishing.  In 


addition  to  those  brands  we  knew, 
supplies  of  French,  German,  Italian  and 
Swiss  makes  were  also  stocked.  One 
fantastic  feature  was  that  hundreds  of 
miles  inland  one  could  buy  baby  food  in  a 
retail  store  at  the  wholesale  ex-factory 
price  in  Bombaby.  Competition  was  so 
fierce  that  the  sale  of  the  wood  and  nails 
of  the  packing  case  constituted  the  whole 
of  the  profit. 

On  one  occasion,  on  a  market  day, 
among  thousands  of  people,  it  took 
nearly  half  an  hour  to  find  change  for  a 
one  rupee  note  ( 1  /6d).  Cowrie  shells  were 
used  as  currency  —  480  to  one  anna,  16 
annas  to  one  rupee.  "Western"  doctors 
trained  in  cities  became  used  to  town  life 
and  often  prefered  living  on  wretched 
town  incomes  rather  than  live  in  deadly- 
dull  poverty-striken  villages.  Even  in 
small  towns,  municipally  appointed 
doctors  sometimes  had  to  exist  on 
"presents"  of  eggs,  chickens  and 
vegetables  supplied  by  patients  because 
the  municipality  was  overspent  and  in 
arrears  to  its  staff.  But  even  in  those 
depressed  years,  India  always  had  as 
many  people  as  well  off  as  we  were  in 
Britain  plus,  of  course,  hundreds  of 
millions  poorer. 


'Khansama!' 


There  were  almost  no  hotels  and  only  an 
occasional  guest  house.  Sometimes  a 
railway  station  could  provide  a  bed 
frame.  What  usually  happened  was  that 
one  stayed  in  "dak"  bungalows.  In  each 
place  of  any  size  these  government  rest- 
houses  were  to  be  found;  detached 
bungalows  in  their  own  grounds  or 
compounds.  Whitewashed  rooms  each 
with  a  bathroom,  a  chair,  table,  and  bed 
with  fittings  for  hanging  a  mosquito  net, 
were  standard.  No  booking  was 
necessary.  One  just  drove  up,  shouted 
"Khansama"  and  the  caretaker  or  his 
wife  would  appear  and  open  up  a  room. 

The  room  contained  no  soft 
furnishings  whatsoever.  Visitors  brought 
their  own  servant  who  laid  out  bed-rolls 
and  acted  as  butler.  The  caretaker  would 
inquire  what  meals  were  required,  and 
when.  The  oldest  toughest  hen,  now  past 
laying,  would  be  sacrificed  and  cooked 
with  rice  for  dinner.  Caramel  custard  was 
the  standard  sweet.  The  stone  bathroom 
was  also  provided  with  a  thunder-box 
toilet  and  a  tin  bath  tub.  Sometimes  the 
bath  would  be  filled  with  warm  water,  a 
luxury  indeed.  One  became  adept  at 
washing  from  head  to  foot  with  a  hand 
basin  of  water  and  a  tea  cup  to  pour  it 
over  head,  shoulders  and  body,  lathering 


with  soap  and  rinsing  off.  Economical 
and  satisfactory. 

Temperatures  could  rise  to  120  degrees 
in  the  shade  but  one  was  expected  to  wear 
immaculate  white  cotton  trousers  and  a 
tie,  as  well  as  a  linen  jacket,  when 
working. 

The  physician  usually  sat  in  a  large 
room  about  four  feet  above  street  level 
and  open  to  the  street.  He  sat  behind  a 
desk,  and  chairs  lined  the  walls  for 
patients  to  sit  on.  Patients'  problems  were 
publicly  discussed  before  all  the  gathered 
company.  As  a  representative,  one  took  a 
seat  and  waited  until  called  forward  by 
the  doctor.  Usually  the  doctor  accorded 
the  visitor  priority.  The  big  car  brought 
prestige  as  well  as  literature  and  samples. 
The  car  was  never  locked.  Nothing  was 
ever  stolen. 

All  doctors  trained  in  Western 
medicine  spoke  excellent  English  because 
all  the  textbooks  were  in  English.  In  Goa 
—  then  Portuguese  —  doctors  were 
trained  in  Spanish  for  similar  reasons. 
They  were  among  the  most  highly 
cultured  people  to  be  met  anywhere. 
Beautiful  houses,  furniture,  crochetwork, 
cellos,  violins  and  hospitality  to  match. 
French  had  to  be  spoken  often  there. 

Sometimes  one  went  several  weeks 
without  seeing  another  Englishman.  In 
the  car  a  box  of  books  was  carried  and  a 
"table-grand"  HMV  gramophone  with 
records  (78  revolutions  per  minute).  This 
enabled  one  to  hear  Galli  Curci  singing 
"Una  voce  poco  fa"  and  to  read  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  in  remote  places  he 
would  have  loved  to  visit.  One  got  to  see 
more  of  India  than  most  Indians  — 
travelling  from  Bombay  for  several 
months  each,  in  turn,  south  to  Poona, 
Kolhapur  and  Goa,  then  east  to  Nagpur, 
Jubblepore  and  Gwalior;  north  to 
Ahmedabad,  Jodhpur  and  Bikanir  with 
its  thousands  and  thousands  of  camels. 

It  was  a  hard  life  but  a  good  one. 
Botanically  it  was  overwhelming!  The 
leaves  fall  of  deciduous  trees  in  the 
summertime!  But  all  India  is  over- 
whelming. So  many  cultures,  so  much 
beauty,  too  much  of  everything  life  can 
offer,  but  above  all,  overwhelming  in  its 
numbers  of  wonderful  peoples.  ■ 
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POINTS  OF  LAW 

Contributed  by  a  barrister 

Subsidies  for  employing 
young  people 

Employers  taking  on  young  workers  can  receive 
financial  assistance  from  the  Government  —  subject  to 
them  meeting  certain  conditions.  The  person  must  be 
under  18  and  taken  on  for  a  full-time  job. 


Under  the  Government's  Young  Workers 
Scheme  (not  to  be  confused  with  the 
Youth  Training  Scheme)  subsidies  are 
given  to  employers  who  take  on  a  young 
employee. 

The  subsidy  amounts  to  £15  per  week 
for  each  young  worker  with  gross  average 
earnings  of  up  to  £42  per  week,  or  £7.50 
per  week  if  gross  average  earnings  are 
between  £42  and  £47. 

The  scheme  is  open  to  all  employers 
except  domestic  households  and  the 
public  services,  subsidy  being  paid  for  a 
period  of  one  year.  There  are,  however, 
certain  conditions  to  be  met: 

First,  the  job  must  be  full-time  and 
intended  to  be  permanent.  A  full-time  job 
is  one  that  is  defined  as  involving  at  least 
35  hours  per  week  paid  employment  and 
is  intended  by  you  to  last  for  at  least  12 
months  from  the  date  subsidy  is  applied 
for.  Employers  will  not  qualify  if  the  job 
is  casual  or  temporary  or  lasts  less  than 
eight  weeks.  Provision  of  training  is  not  a 
condition  although  appropriate  training 
will  be  welcomed. 

The  person  taken  on  must  be  under 


Employee  records 


A  great  deal  of  publicity  has  been  given 
recently  to  employees  who  have  given 
false  information  on  job  application 
forms.  Unless  involving  only  a  minor 
error,  it  has  been  held  that  such  action 
justifies  the  dismissal  of  the  employee  in 
question.  This  applies  where  the  true 
information  might  have  led  the  employer 
to  question  whether  the  applicant  in 
question  was  suitable. 

However,  there  is  one  exception  to  this 
general-rule  —  and  that  concerns  the 
criminal  record  or  an  individual. 

The  general  principle  is  that  an 
individual  who  has  what  is  known  as  a 
"spent  conviction"  is  protected  by  law 
and  does  not  have  to  reveal  this  or  admit 
it  in,  for  example,  a  job  application  form. 

A  sentence  of  over  2Vi  years  must  be 
revealed  if  the  question  of  convictions  for 
a  criminal  offence  is  raised.  For  sentences 
up  to  this  period,  a  fixed  scale  applies. 

For  example,  a  sentence  of  six  months 
or  less  becomes  "spent"  after  a  period  of 
seven  years.  If  there  has  been  a  fine  or 


the  age  of  1 8  at  the  date  of  being  taken  on 
and  must  be  in  his  or  her  first  year  of 
employment. 

Those  on  the  Youth  Training  Scheme 
or  the  Youth  Opportunities  Programme 
do  not  qualify.  The  employer  will  receive 
no  subsidy  for  these  people. 

Payment  will  be  made  for  52  weeks, 
with  arrears  in  respect  of  13-week  periods 
available. 

Because  the  payment  of  subsidy 
depends  on  your  paying  the  young  person 
earnings  which  fall  below  the  limits 
mentioned  above,  you  must  include  in 
your  calculations  of  earnings  the  basic 
wage,  overtime  payments,  shift  pay, 
commission,  bonus,  merit  pay,  sick  pay 
and  all  other  cash  items  on  the  pay  packet 
except  re-imbursed  expenses. 

Tax  will  be  deducted  from  wages  in 
the  normal  way  and  the  responsibility  of 
employers  towards  the  young  workers  are 
the  same  as  for  any  other  employee. 
Applications  can  be  made  to  regional 
offices  of  the  Department  of 
Employment,  from  whom  further  details 
can  be  obtained. 

community  service  order,  then  the 
conviction  becomes  "spent"  after  five 
years.  If  probation  has  been  given  for  an 
offence,  the  slate  is  wiped  clean  after  one 
year  —  measured  from  the  end  of  either 
the  sentence  or  the  probation  order, 
whichever  was  the  longer. 

If  further  information  is  required  in  a 
particular  case,  the  Home  Office  can 
given  details  of  the  very  complex  scale 
that  has  been  drawn  up.  In  most  cases, 
where  a  person  was  under  the  age  of  17  at 
the  time  of  conviction,  the  periods 
mentioned  are  normally  halved. 

Supposing  a  person  applies  for  a  job 
with  you  and  states  that  he  has  not  had 
any  convictions.  Although  these 
convictions  are  "spent"  at  law  and  he  has 
legally  wiped  his  slate  clean,  it  may  come 
to  your  notice  through  other  channels  that 
some  years  ago  he  did  in  fact  have  a 
conviction  and  spent  some  time  in  prison. 

If  you  then  decide  to  dismiss  the 
individual  because  of  this,  such  a 
dismissal  would  almost  certainly  be  held 
to  be  unfair  and  the  employee  concerned 
would  be  eligible  for  compensation  under 
unfair  dismissal  procedures. 


3 


Sick  pay  reports 


Mention  has  been  made  previously  of  an 
arrangement  that  will  save  employers  the 
disturbance  of  frequent  visits  from 
DHHS  inspectors  in  connection  with  the 
statutory  sick  pay  scheme.  However,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  the  vast  majority  of 
employers  are  either  not  aware  of  the 
scheme  or  are  not  taking  advantage  of  it. 

This  is  surprising  in  view  of  the  time, 
trouble  and  effort  inspectors'  visits  can 
involve.  Yet  to  operate  the  scheme  all  the 
employer  has  to  do  is  to  ask  an 
independent  accountant  to  report  once  a 
year  on  the  way  he  is  operating  his 
statutory  sick  pay  arrangements  and  then 
send  a  copy  of  this  report  to  the  DHSS. 

Although  the  term  "independent" 
excludes  accountants  employed  directly 
by  the  business  concerned  it  does  not 
prevent  the  firm's  auditors  making  a 
report,  provided  that  they  are  qualified  to 
certify  accounts. 

Systems  examination 

The  report  is  commissioned  by  you  and 
made  to  you.  It  should  certify  that  the 
accountants  have  examined  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  established  a  system  of 
payment  and  checking,  and  that  you  are 
dealing  with  all  transactions  relating  to 
statutory  sick  pay  in  compliance  with  the 
law. 

This  should  then  be  forwarded  to  the 
DHSS.  Although  the  report  does  not 
guarantee  you  freedom  from  visits  by  the 
inspector,  these  are  only  likely  to  be  made 
in  very  special  and  unusual  circumstances. 

You  would  be  well  advised  therefore 
to  discuss  this  matter  with  your 
accountants  who  can  obtain  further 
information  from  the  Department. 


Rent  reviews 


For  those  renting  their  business  premises 
there  can  be  considerable  anxiety  when 
the  time  for  a  rent  review  approaches.  The 
majority  of  leasing  arrangements  provide 
for  such  reviews  after  perhaps  three  or 
five  years.  Unlike  the  situation  when  a 
lease  comes  to  an  end,  the  legal 
protections  given  are  only  those  that  are 
written  into  the  lease  itself. 

The  main  concern  is,  of  course,  the 
fact  that  the  new  rent  to  be  fixed  will  be  so 
high  that  the  business  will  not  be  able  to 
continue  profitably  in  its  existing 
premises.  What  then  is  the  position? 

If  the  terms  of  the  lease  merely  give 
the  landlord  power  to  fix  a  new  rent,  then 
there  is  very  little  that  can  be  done. 
However,  very  few  leases  are  as  harsh  as 
this.  It  is  only  where  a  lease  was  drawn  up 
at  a  time  when  there  was  a  shortage  of 
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business  premises  in  many  areas,  that 
some  landlords  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  to  impose  tough  clauses. 

The  majority  of  leases  which  contain 
rent  review  breaks,  will  state  that  revised 
rent  be  set  at  a  proper  market  level,  and 
that  in  the  event  of  disagreement  between 
landlord  and  tenant  as  to  what  that  rent 
should  be,  the  matter  should  go  to 
arbitration. 

Thus,  if  at  a  rent  review,  you  receive  a 
rent  demand  which  you  feel  is  far  too 
high,  you  should  check  it  with  a  qualified 
valuer  or  surveyor,  and  take  his  opinion. 
If  your  view  is  confirmed  by  him,  you 
might  ask  him  to  negotiate  with  the 
landlord  on  your  behalf  and  if  necessary 
be  prepared  to  take  the  case  to 
arbitration. 

Expensive,  but  worthwhile 

Usually,  arbitration  is  carried  out  by  a 
person  appointed  by  the  Royal  Institution 
of  Chartered  Surveyors.  This  will  not  be  a 
cheap  exercise  but  the  outlay  may  well  be 
worthwhile  in  the  light  of  the  rent  saved 
over  a  period. 

Of  course,  the  matter  may  not  reach 
an  arbitrator,  since  in  many  cases  an 
agreement  is  reached  on  an  acceptable 
rent  before  this  stage  is  reached. 

What  happens  if  at  the  end  of  the  day 
a  rent  is  fixed  at  a  level  which  you  feel 
your  business  cannot  afford? 

You  could  be  in  difficulty  in  these 
circumstances.  Under  the  terms  of  your 
lease  you  are  liable  for  the  rent  for  the  full 
period  of  the  lease  even  if  you  move  out, 
unless  the  landlord  re-lets  the  premises. 

All  you  can  really  do  in  these 
circumstances  is  to  negotiate  the  best 
possible  deal  with  the  landlord  since  it  is 
unlikely  that  he  will  want  a  legal  hassle  in 
chasing  your  business  for  the  rent  of 
premises  it  can  no  longer  afford  to  pay. 


EEC  ruling  on  drug 
price  control 

The  Court  of  Justice  of  the  European 
Communities  has  given  a  ruling  on  the 
price  controls  that  can  be  applied  by 
member  states  to  pharmaceutical 
products  following  a  challenge  by  ten 
pharmaceutical  companies  to  a  decree  by 
the  Dutch  Government  on  the  price  of 
drug  imports. 

A  report  in  the  Times  gives  the  ruling 
and  the  original  decree.  The  decree 
adopted  by  the  Dutch  Government  on 
July  8,  1982,  prohibited  the  sale  of 


imported  medicaments  at  prices  higher 
than  the  basic  free  at  factory  price 
applicable  in  the  country  of  manufacture 
before  May  15,  1982,  as  adjusted  to  take 
into  account  various  additional  factors. 

The  ruling  is  that:  "Where  price 
controls  applied  by  a  member  state  to 
domestic  pharmaceutical  products  simply 
froze  prices  at  the  level  prevailing  on  a 
specific  reference  date,  article  30  of  the 
Treaty  prohibited  the  member  state  from 
imposing  on  imports  controls  which 
referred  to  the  normal  free  at  factory 
price  for  products  intended  for 
consumption  in  the  territory  of  the 
member  state  in  which  they  were 
manufactured." 


No  substitution? 

Shouts  of  "object"  prevented  the  Generic 
Substitution  (National  Health  Service) 
Bill  —  a  private  Member's  measure 
sponsored  by  Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  (Lab)  — 
from  securing  a  formal  second  reading  in 
the  Commons  on  Friday  last. 

He  named  March  30,  1984  as  the  next 
date  when  he  will  bring  the  Bill  before  the 
House.  It  has  virtually  no  chance  of 
becoming  law. 

Adverse  reactions 
leaflet  for  patients 

The  Consumers'  Association  is  offering  a 
leaflet  for  doctors  which  can  be  given  to 
patients  put  on  to  new  drugs  for  which 
adverse  reaction  reports  are  required. 

The  latest  Drug  and  Therapeutics 
Bulletin  says  doctors  make  inadequate  use 
of  the  yellow  card  system.  "Patients  can 
help  by  bringing  any  adverse  or 
unexpected  effects  they  experience  to  their 
doctor's  attention  and  are  more  likely  to 
do  so  if  they  know  the  information  could 
improve  not  only  their  own  condition,  but 


also  that  of  others." 

Pharmacists  could  also  contribute  to 
the  reporting  of  adverse  reactions,  but 
how  they  should  do  so  is  still  being 
debated,  says  the  Bulletin.  "Meanwhile 
prescribers  might  usefully  discuss  adverse 
reactions  with  their  local  pharmacists." 

Patients  report 

The  leaflet  for  the  patient  tells  him  or  her 
that  the  medicine  is  new  and  effective,  but 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  used  in  a  large 
number  of  patients,  and  there  may  be  side 
effects  which  are  still  unrecognised.  The 
patient  is  asked  to  report  to  the  doctor 
any  new  symptom  or  unexpected  effect 
that  develops  while  the  drug  is  being  taken 
or  within  a  month  of  ending  treatment. 

More  data  on  elderly 

Pharmaceutical  companies  will  in  future 
be  asked  for  more  pharmacokinetic  data 
on  drug  effects  in  the  elderly. 

A  Department  of  Health  spokesman 
told  C&D  that  the  Committee  on  Safety 
of  Medicines  will  require  the  information 
for  new  product  licences  for  drugs  used  in 
elderly  patients  and  for  changes  to 
existing  licences  to  include  the  elderly. 


WILL  BURNS 
SPOIL  YOUR 
CUSTOMERS' 
CHRISTMAS? 


fop  mmap  Impbs  &  snalds 


All  the  extra  cooking  at  Christmas  multiplies  the  danger 
of  minor  burns  and  scalds  for  your  customers,  and  effective 
treatment  for  these  accidents  depends  on  a  reliable  remedy 
being  close-at-hand. 

So  now  is  the  time  to  make  sure  that  your  customers 
are  protected  by  prominently  displaying  Burneze-specially 
formulated  to  bring  fast  relief  from  minor  burns  and  scalds. 

Another  Guaranteed  Product  from  International  Laboratories  Ltd. 
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Personal  views ...  or 
public  policy 

We  listened,  with  astonishment  and 
concern  to  the  address  by  PSNC  chairman 
David  Sharpe  to  Lords,  MPs  and  DHSS 
officials  at  the  PSNC  annual  dinner.  We, 
in  common  with  members  of  PSNC,  did 
not  know  that  original  pack  dispensing, 
any  more  than  net  target  income,  was  to 
be  made  our  policy.  We  read  with  still 
mounting  concern  and  astonishment,  the 
address  by  PSNC  chief  executive  Alan 
Smith,  as  a  paid  contributor  to  the 
"Medicines  Distribution"  seminar 
organised  by  Macfarlane  Conferences, 
which  also  extols  the  virtues  of  original 
pack  dispensing.  (C&D  December  3, 
pl017). 

It  is  ingenuous  for  David  Sharpe  to 
protest,  as  he  has,  that  he  was  simply 
expressing  his  personal  views.  He  was 
host  at  that  dinner  as  chairman  of  PSNC. 
Likewise  Alan  Smith  cannot  dissociate  his 
own  statements,  in  public,  from  his  office 
as  chief  executive. 

Whether,  like  pied  pipers,  these  senior 
officers  of  PSNC  will  subsequently 
persuade  the  full  Committee  to  adopt 
these  policies  remains  to  be  seen.  We 
would  oppose  them  both  for  a  number  of 
reasons.  Our  concern  is  that  senior 
officers  should  see  fit  to  extol  publicly 
these  views,  alone,  way  ahead  of  PSNC 
and  in  such  influential  circles.  We  cannot 
but  be  very  worried  lest  the  PSNC  "dog" 
may  soon  lose  its  balance  completely  and 
be  wagged  to  death  by  its  own  tail.  It  is 
past  high  time  for  PSNC  to  reassert  its 
authority  over  the  public  utterances  of  its 
officers  and  regain  control  of  its  policy 
making  function. 

We  are  now  committed,  by  the 
chairman's  personal  challenge  delivered 
to  the  Minister  at  the  annual  dinner,  to 
present  a  "new  charter  contract"  to  him 
for  negotiation  by  June  of  1984.  PSNC 
has,  since  1969  at  least,  been  searching  for 
a  better  contract  structure  likely  to  be 
acceptable  both  to  Government  and 
contractors,  without  coming  up  with 
anything  better  than  the  very  broad 
negotiating  field  offered  by  our  existing 
contract.  Is  it  likely  that  a  subcommittee 
consisting  of  the  newest  members  of 
PSNC  will  come  up  with  the  right  answers 
in  the  three  months  they  have  been  given 
to  the  February  deadline  for  presentation 
to  PSNC?  Will  they  recommend  the 
currently  popular  cure  for  all  ills  —  "an 
end  to  retrospection?"  If  they  do,  will 
they  have  taken  fully  into  account  the  fact 
that  at  the  start  of  each  year  the  DHSS 
holds  the  whip  hand  in  agreeing  the 
forecast  level  of  costs  etc  for  the  ensuing 
year  and  that,  if  DHSS  forces  an  under 


estimate,  contractors  will  not  be  able 
retrospectively  to  correct  the  resultant 
underpayment?  Or  do  they  fondly 
imagine  that  the  DHSS  will  agree  a 
generous  forecast? 

Contractors  are  currently  in  a  very 
delicate  situation  indeed.  If  PSNC  takes  a 
snap  decision  to  espouse  an  unknown 
devil  rather  than  the  devil  they  know, 
contractors  could  well,  to  switch 
metaphors,  find  themselves  vacating  the 
frying  pan  en  route  to  a  very  hot  fire 
indeed. 

With  respect  Sir,  your  leader  of 
December  3  might  well  have  been  entitled 
' '  1 984? ' '  —  except  that  we  seem  currently 
to  be  under  the  control  of  two  "Big 
Brothers." 
D.  Allen 

Chairman  Redbridge  &  Waltham  Forest 
LPC 

A.D.  Asher 

Chairman  Barking  &  Havering  LPC 
□  PSNC  chief  executive  Alan  Smith  says 
he  is  surprised  that  the  LPCs  concerned 
have  not  written  to  the  Committee  direct. 
Also  that  the  letter  was  not  signed  by  the 
secretary  (Mr  Bob  Worby)  as  is  usual, 
probably  because  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Committee  and  has  already  expressed 
these  sentiments. 


Parallel  threat 


I  would  like  to  raise  a  point  about  the 
parallel  imports  scene  which  has  as  yet 
gone  unmentioned.  One  wholesaler 
locally,  who  is  openly  supplying  parallel 
imports,  also  supplies  many  dispensing 
doctors.  The  next  logical  step  is  for  the 
doctor  to  start  dispensing  these  products 
if  they  are  not  already  doing  so.  It  is 
therefore  obvious  that  those  surgeries 
which  have  so  far  drawn  the  line  at 
writing  Aldomet  and  supplying 
methyldopa  will  see  this  as  an  opportunity 
of  making  money  without  committing 
fraud. 

The  Rural  Pharmacists'  Association 
once  had  a  hot  tip  about  generic 
substitution,  and  the  drug  companies 
concerned  were  contacted.  They  were  all 
too  scared  to  do  anything  about  it  in  case 
they  were  blacklisted  by  the  medical 
profession.  It  therefore  seems  logical  that 
the  reps  may  start  promoting  the  affairs 
of  the  importing  wholesalers  to  doctors, 
as  a  means  of  getting  their  products  used 
instead  of  generics. 

I  was  recently  given  to  understand  that 
the  DHSS  does  not  expect  doctors  to 
make  a  profit  on  the  drugs  they  dispense. 
If  that  is  the  case,  then  the  Department 
must  insist  on  production  of  invoices  for 
checking. 
Squirrel  Nutkin. 


Sweet  success 


Your  columnist  Xrayser  seems  to  have 
missed  the  point  (December  3,  p  101 5) 
about  what  is  currently  happening  in  the 
low  calorie  sweetner  market. 

The  launch  of  Canderel  is  greatly 
expanding  the  market  by  attracting  new 
customers  who  have  previously  been 
unable  to  tolerate  the  taste  of  saccharin. 
Even  the  most  conservative  estimates 
maintain  that  this  market  will  grow  in 
value  for  the  chemist  by  50  per  cent 
during  the  next  year.  This  is  surely  good 
news  for  the  pharmacy  trade. 

Canderel  now  appears  to  hold  around 
20  per  cent  of  the  market  after  only  six 
weeks  of  sale.  We  are  extremely  pleased 
with  this  progress  although  Xrayser  seems 
to  believe  that  our  sales  should  be  three 
times  this  level. 

Finally,  your  columnist  may  like  to 
reflect  upon  the  fact  that  he  would  have  to 
sell  nine  times  the  volume  of  leading 
saccharin  products  to  make  the  same  cash 
profit  that  he  is  currently  enjoying  with 
Canderel.  Some  people  are  just  hard  to 
please! 

A.G.  Clements, 

Marketing  manager, 
Searle  Consumer  Products. 


Not  the  only  one . . . 


We  were  somewhat  surprised  to  notice  Mr 
Hamish  Gibson's  remarks  in  the 
December  3  issue  of  C&D 
(Counterpoints)  where  he  is  quoted  as 
saying  that  Chemist  Brokers  "have  the 
field  to  themselves  at  the  moment." 

For  over  a  decade  De  Witt 
International  Ltd  has  represented  a 
number  of  companies  in  this  field  and 
been  responsible  for  successful  product 
launches  in  both  pharmaceuticals  and 
toiletries.  Indeed,  we  provide  national 
coverage  of  all  pharmaceutical 
wholesalers,  multiples  and  many 
independents. 

In  addition  to  representing  some  well 
known  and  established  companies  we 
have  been  particularly  successful  in 
helping  to  develop  young  and  dynamic 
organisations  who  require  assistance  in 
marketing,  national  representation  and 
distribution  to  the  pharmacy. 

De  Witt  International  Ltd  continues  to 
grow  and  would  welcome  inquiries  from 
companies  seeking  the  above  services. 
L.J.  Godfrey, 
Managing  director, 
De  Witt  International. 
□  We  would  wish  to  apologise  should  it 
be  felt  that  Mr  Gibson's  statement 
suggested  that  Chemist  Brokers  were  the 
only  company  in  the  field.  Mr  Gibson's 
comment  was  made  regarding  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  company  in  this  area. 
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The  only  comprehensive  annual  reference  source  for 
the  entire  pharmaceutical  profession. 
Retail  and  hospital  pharmacists, wholesalers, 
manufacturers... everyone  needs  the  new, 
updated  even  better 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
m:  DIRECTORY  1984 

See  the  vital  information  this  year-round 
reference  work  contains: 

*  INVALUABLE  TABLET  AND  CAPSULE 
IDENTIFICATION  GUIDE  including  over  100 
new  products. 

*  BUYERS  GUIDE  TO  PRODUCTS. 

*"N*f-  An  A=Z  of  over  6,200  products. 

Completely  revised  and 

updated  for  1984.  Over  3,000  +  MANUFACTURERS  AND  SUPPLIERS  INDEX. 

vital  changes  in  the  Manufacturers 


and  Suppliers  section" alone! 


Retail  Pharmacists 
All  these  facts  in  ONE  VOLUME! 

*  What's  what  under  the  NHS 

*  Drug  Interactions 

*  Mis-use  of  Drugs 

*  Statutory  poisons/ 
medicine  acts 


Over  2,000  companies  listed. 

*  PHARMACEUTICAL  ORGANISATIONS. 

*  HOSPITAL  PHARMACISTS.Pharmacy  Depts, 
Emergency  Services,  NHS  Pharmaceutical 
Officers, Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees. 

*  MULTIPLE  RETAIL/WHOLESALE  OUTLETS  - 

full  addresses. 


Because  you  must  have  the  latest  changes,  new  facts  and  the  right  answers  -  permanently  at  your  fingertips 

ORDER  YOUR  COPY  NOW 


Chemist  &  Druggist  Directory  1984  -  Priority  Order  Form 


Please  supply  copy/ies  of  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  DIRECTORY  1984  (Published  December  1983) 

Price:  U.K.  £35.00  -  Overseas  £39.00  (including  post  &  packing) 


Name: 


Position: 


Company: 


Please  complete  in  BLOCK  CAPITALS 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Country: 


Telephone: 


Telex: 


Please  specify  type  of  organisation: 

□  Retailer  □Wholesaler/Distributor  □Manufacturer 

□  Health Authority/Board  □Hospital 

Other  (please  state)  

ANNUAL  RENEWAL.  Initial  here  if  you  wish 
to  repeat  this  order  for  future  editions  


SENDTO: 

Directories  Order  Department 
Benn  Business  Information  Services  Ltd., 
Union  House,  Eridge  Road.TunbridgeWells, 
Kent TN4  8HF  Tel:  Tun.Wells  (0892)  38991 


Benn  S25J5 


ASSOCIATION  OF  BRITISH 
DIRECTORY  PUBLISHERS 


EUROPEAN  ASSOCIATON  OF 
DIRECTORY  PUBLISHERS 


BUSINESS  NEWS 


Sangers  set  to  float-off 
photographic  business 


Sangers  Photographic  is  to  be  given  a 
flotation  on  the  unlisted  securities 
market,  in  a  move  designed  to  give  the 
company  more  autonomy  from  the  main 
group.  Sangers,  however,  will  retain  a 
majority  shareholding. 

The  group  as  a  whole  achieved 
another  reduction  in  losses  in  the  six 
months  to  August  3 1 ,  with  the  pre-tax 
figure  falling  £259,000  to  £1 57,000. 
Turnover  was  down  £4m  at  £17. 04m. 

Chairman,  John  Briggs,  describing 
trading  in  the  photographic  division  as 
"extremely  profitable,"  says  the 

LRC  agree  to 
monopoly  provisions 

LRC  Products  have  agreed  to  restrict 
retail  prices  of  their  contraceptive 
sheaths,  as  recommended  by  the 
Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission. 

Company  pricing  policy  will  now  aim 
to  keep  average  price  rises  at  least  1 , 5 
percentage  points  below  the  percentage 
increase  in  LRC's  costs. 

LRC  have  also  undertaken  to  provide 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  with  annual 
sales  and  pricing  figures,  so  running  of 
the  scheme  can  be  monitored.  The  first  set 
of  such  figures  become  due  on  June  30, 
1984.  The  OFT  also  has  a  right  to  such 
other  company  information  as  it  might 
think  necessary. 

The  Government  believes  these 
measures  will  be  enough  to  prevent  LRC's 
monopoly  in  the  market  leading  to  prices 
becoming  too  high. 

LRC  say  that,  if  some  control  must  be 
imposed,  these  arrangements  will 
probably  lead  to  administrative  savings 
over  those  already  in  force.  Group  chief 
executive  Alan  Wortz  expects  the  new 
regulations  to  have  "no  significant  effect 
on  profitability". 

Sunday  opening  for 
small  shops  only? 

Evidence  received  so  far  by  the  Home 
Office  committee  of  inquiry  on  Sunday 
trading  includes  submissions  from  the 
National  Chamber  of  Trade,  the 
Association  of  Independent  Retailers,  and 
shop-workers'  union  USDAW. 

AIR  want  to  see  only  retailers 
employing  six  or  fewer  staff  —  including 
members  of  the  family  —  allowed  to  open 
on  Sundays.  Larger  businesses  would  not 


company  is  now  back  on  a  firm  financial 
base.  A  programme  of  acquisitions  — 
both  in  photographic  and  elsewhere  —  is 
promised  as  a  next  step. 

Profits  in  photographic  trading,  and 
pharmaceutical  wholesaling  rose  £1 1 ,000, 
to  reach  £361 ,000.  This  was  achieved  on 
sales  up  £3 1 ,000  at  £14. 95m.  Sale  of  the 
company's  last  remaining  pharmaceutical 
wholesaling  operation,  in  Northern 
Ireland,  was  completed  in  July. 
Photographic  business  is  said  to  be  on  an 
"upward  trend"  for  the  full  financial 
year. 

qualify  for  the  necessary  Local  Authority 
licence.  It  is  argued  this  would  avoid  the 
sort  of  free  for  all  which  could  only  result 
in  "still  greater  advantages  to  the 
multiples." 

A  draft  Bill  from  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade  suggests  that  no  shop 
be  allowed  to  open  on  Sundays,  for  longer 
than  60  hours  per  week,  or  longer  than 
6am-10pm  on  any  one  day.  Sale  of 
medical  or  surgical  supplies  by  a 
registered  pharmacy  is  exempted  from 
these  provisions,  however.  USDAW 
simply  warn  there  must  be  no  free  for  all. 

Simpler  company 
law  on  the  way 

The  Government  will  use  the  current 
session  of  Parliament  to  consolidate  the 
existing  five  Companies  Acts  as  a  single 
piece  of  legislation. 

Preparatory  work  carried  out  by  the 
Law  Society  has  shown  the  Acts  from 
1948-81  can  be  brought  together  as  a 


however,  be  required  to  tie-up  "loose- 
ends"  such  as  insider  dealing  and  business 
names. 

Enabling  legislation  of  this  sort  should 
pass  through  Parliament  fairly  quickly,  as 
it  does  not  change  —  but  merely 
consolidate  —  existing  law. 


Private  member's 
shop  theft  Bill 

Labour  MP  Greville  Janner  hopes  to 
introduce  a  private  member's  Bill  banning 
private  prosecutions  for  shop  theft. 

This  follows  his  tabling  of  an  early  day 
motion  calling  on  police  forces 
throughout  the  UK  to  adopt  the  practice 
of  Essex  police  (C&D  November  26 
pi 002).  Here,  a  system  of  cautions  is  used 
in  cases  involving  the  elderly  or  infirm. 
Prosecutions  in  these  circumstances  are 
pursued  —  by  the  authorities  —  only  after 
prior  investigations.  Mr  Janner's  appeal 
for  printing  of  the  Bill  goes  before  the 
House  of  Commons  for  approval  on 
January  17  next  year. 

Bellair  win  DT 
shares  race 

Bellair  Cosmetics  are  the  winners  of 
1983's  Daily  Telegraph  share  race.  The 
company's  share  price,  set  at  £0.17  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  has  since  risen  2,500 
per  cent  to  £5.50. 

The  five  winning  "tipsters,"  who 
received  a  magnum  of  champagne, 
included  Dr  Douglas  Harett,  chief 
administrative  officer  of  Gwent  Health 
Authority,  and  Linda  Hunt,  who  works 
for  a  Stockport  pharmacist. 


Retail  sales 


The  Department  of  Industry's  October 
retail  sales  index  showed  a  year-on-year 
increase  of  10  per  cent  to  162  for  chemists 
(NHS  receipts  are  excluded).  This 
compares  with  a  10  per  cent  rise  to  174  for 
all  businesses. 


single  document.  Additional  Bills  will, 


The  ninth 
anniversary  of 
Survive,  the  medical 
charity,  saw  the 
Winpharm 

Apothecaries  of  Jazz 
playing  to  nearly  300 
people  in  Liverpool. 
The  evening  was 
organised  by  local 
pharmacist,  Mr  Des 
Maher  MPS 
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New  division  at  May 
&  Baker 


The  Rhdne-Poulenc  group  has  combined 
its  UK  chemicals  activities  into  a  new 
division  of  May  &  Baker. 

The  May  &  Baker  chemical  division 
comprises  May  &  Baker  Fine  Chemicals, 
Rhone-Poulenc  (UK)  Ltd  and  Rhone- 
Poulenc  Systems  Ltd.  It  includes  10 
different  businesses  based  in  the  UK, 
handling  over  5,000  products  in  65 
industrial  markets.  The  fine  chemicals 
operation  has  been  manufacturing  and 
marketing  laboratory  and  photographic 
processing  chemicals,  plus  a  wide  range  of 
inorganic  and  organic  chemicals  for  more 

How  to  cut  VAT  — 
and  save  money 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Nigel 
Lawson,  has  been  asked  to  raise  the 
threshold  for  VAT  payments  from 
£18,000  to  £100,000. 

The  National  Federation  of  Self 
Employed  argue  this  would  save  the 
country  money.  The  change  they  propose 
would  take  85  per  cent  of  all  businesses 
out  of  the  VAT  system,  NFSE  say. 
However,  the  15  per  cent  of  companies 
remaining  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
VAT  receipts  at  93  per  cent  of  their 
current  level,  and  savings  in 
administration  would  more  than  make  up 
for  this  7  per  cent  shortfall. 

Less  profit  =  less 
investment  says  FT 

A  Financial  Times  survey  of  leading 
foreign-owned  pharmaceutical 
manufacturers  operating  in  the  UK 
suggests  that  the  Government's  plans  to 
curb  profits  in  the  industry  will  lead  to  a 
loss  of  overseas  investment. 

"One  criteria  for  investment  must  be 
friendliness  of  the  natives"  say  Smith, 
Kline  &  French,  "and  we  in  Britain  have 
just  lost  a  lot  of  points."  estimates 
give  reductions  in  company  profits  of 
between  £4m  and  £8m. 


Banking ...  or  not 

The  risk  that  wives  would  find  out  what 
their  husbands  earned  was  one  of  the 
reasons  given  by  men  for  not  wanting  a 
bank  account.  On  the  other  hand,  one  of 
the  reasons  given  by  wives  for  keeping 
their  money  in  a  building  society  was  to 
stop  their  husbands  from  getting  their 
hands  on  it! 

These  two  findings  emerged  in  surveys 
of  customers'  and  non-customers' 
attitudes  to  banks  and  building  societies 
in  a  report  on  "Banking  Services  and  the 
Consumer",  produced  by  the  National 
Consumer  Council. 


than  30  years.  Rhone-Poulenc  (UK)  Ltd 
imports,  repacks  and  sells  R-P  textiles, 
polymers  and  films,  basic  chemicals  and 
fertilisers,  and  speciality  chemicals  in  the 
UK.  Rhone-Poulenc  Systems  Ltd 
imports,  repacks,  converts  and  sells 
special  products  in  three  sectors  — 
computer  media,  microfilm  and  drawing 
office. 

The  aim  of  the  new  division  is  to 
establish  a  stronger  marketing  base  in  the 
UK,  backed  by  increased  investment.  One 
of  the  first  projects  is  to  expand 
warehouse  and  distribution  facilities  at 
Rhone-Poulenc  Systems'  Dunstable 
headquarters.  The  product  range  will  be 
extended  and  the  sales  force  re-organised 
to  be  more  efficient.  Turnover  of  the  new 
division  is  about  £1 50  million. 


The  NCC  also  found,  however,  that 
joint  husband  and  wife  bank  accounts 
were  common  for  household  expenses. 
Whether  the  husband,  or  wife,  or  both 
jointly,  had  responsibility  for  household 
management  and  payment  of  bills  varied 
from  one  individual  to  another.  Some 
wives  had  opened  their  own  separate 
personal  account,  to  give  them 
independence. 

5.9pc  increase  for 
non-food  shop  staff 

The  Retail  Non-Food  Wages  Council  has 
agreed  a  5.9  per  cent  wages  increase  for 
the  650,000  shop  staff  covered  by  its 
provisions.  If  these  proposals  are 
approved,  the  new  legal  minimum  wage 
for  adult  skilled  shop  staff  outside 
London  will  be  £71.50  (previously 
£67.50).  With  London  weighting  this  rises 
to  £74  (£70). 

Adult  rates  apply  from  the  age  of  19. 
Rates  for  younger  staff  have  been 
increased  by  a  similar  amount. 

Drug  firms  immune' 
to  recession? 

The  Pharmaceutical  industry  has  been 
one  of  the  few  sectors  of  the  economy  to 
ride  out  the  recession  without  major 
reductions  in  turnover  or  profitability. 

ICC's  latest  financial  survey  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  shows  that  81  per 
cent  of  the  companies  analysed  showed  an 
increase  in  volume  of  sales,  and  61  per 
cent  showed  rising  profit  levels.  There 
were  93  companies  included  in  the  survey. 

Smaller  companies  would  appear  to 
have  felt  the  recession  more  strongly  than 
larger  companies.  Exports  have  increased 
due  to  the  competitiveness  provided  by  a 
weak  pound. 

Pharmaceutical  manufacturers  and 
Distributors:  14th  edition  (£85.5/)).  ICC 
Financial  Surveys,  4th  Floor,  28  Banner 
Street,  London  ECIY  8QE. 


Bubbling  prospects 


Latest  figures  on  the  performance  of 
companies  in  the  soap  and  detergent 
industry  suggest  that  it  is  recovering  from 
the  worst  of  the  recession. 

The  battle  for  market  share  between 
the  two  dominant  organisations  in  the 
industry,  Proctor  &  Gamble  and  Lever 
Brothers,  who  together  have  72%  of  the 
market,  shows  no  sign  of  easing  up. 

Certain  growth  areas  have  emerged, 
which  will  help  consolidate  the  rise  of  the 
smaller  companies  observed  in  recent 
years.  The  big-brand  companies  have 
shown  reluctance  in  developing 
specialised  products  in  these  areas. 

Soap  &  Detergent  Industry  4th  Edition 
(£105).  ICC  Business  Ratios,  28  Banner 
Street,  London  EC1Y8QE. 


Injuries  in  industry 


Accidents  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
resulted  in  69  fatal  or  major  injuries  per 
100,000  employees  during  1982, 
according  to  provisional  figures  released 
by  the  Health  and  Safety  Executive. 

The  total  number  of  injuries  reported 
to  HM  Factories  Inspectorate  was  1 ,510 
per  100,000  employees  in  the  industry. 
Similar  figures  ( 1 ,680  injuries,  7 1  major 
per  100,000)  were  recorded  the  previous 
year. 

The  incidence  of  accidents  was  much 
higher  in  the  general  chemicals  industry 
—  2, 19U  injuries,  121  fatal  or  major  per 
100,000  employees  in  1982. 

'Casual  and  unorganised' 

HM  chief  inspector  of  factories  expresses 
concern  about  safety  in  chemical  works, 
particularly  small  to  medium-sized 
companies.  Visits  showed  that  provision 
of  information  about  risks  and  work 
rules  was  often  casual  and  unorganised; 
there  was  doubt  as  to  which  employer 
would  provide  protective  clothing  and 
some  contractors  appeared  to  delegate 
their  own  responsibilities,  including 
supervision,  entirely  to  the  management. 
"Management  and  Service  Industries: 
Health  and  Safetv  1982"  (HMSO, 
£5.  75). 


Failures  up  again 

After  four  months  of  improvements, 
business  failures  rose  again  in  November. 
Trade  Indemnity,  a  leading  UK  credit 
insurance  company,  report  that  failures 
leapt  22.7  per  cent  compared  with 
November  1982. 

The  deterioration  applies  to  all  trades 
included  in  the  analysis.  Trade  Indemnity 
say  this  evidence  confirms  their  view  that 
the  consumer-led  recovery  in  economic 
activity  was  too  weak  and  uncertain  to 
pull  the  economy  out  of  the  recession  of 
the  past  four  years. 

More  Business  News  overleaf 
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Business  News  continued 


Higher  SSP . . . 

A  draft  order  currently  before  Parliament 
proposes  increased  rates  of  Statutory  Sick 
Pay  from  April  6,  1984. 

Employees  with  average  weekly 
earnings  of  between  £34  and  £50.49  will 
then  be  entitled  to  £28.55  a  week.  Those 
with  earnings  from  £50.50  to  £67.99  will 
receive  £35.45.  Earnings  of  £68  or  above 
qualify  the  employee  for  payments  of 
£42.25. 

Where  qualifying  periods  starting 
before  April  6,  1984,  carry  on  after  that 
date,  the  new  rates  will  apply  for  the 
period  after  April  6.  Statutory  Sick  Pay 
Uprating  (No  2)  Order  1983  (HMSO, 
£0.35). 


...and  redundancy  pay 


Increased  maximum  payments  under  the 
Employment  Protection  (Consolidation) 
Act  1978  will  come  into  force  on  February 
1 ,  1 984,  if  a  draft  order  currently  before 
Parliament  is  approved. 

Maximum  weekly  pay  to  be 
considered  for  redundancy  and  unfair 
dismissal  payments,  as  well  as  arrears  of 
pay  owed  in  cases  of  insolvency,  will  be 
raised  £5  to  £145.  Employment  Protection 
(Variation  of  Limits)  Draft  Order  1983 
(HMSO,  £0. 75). 


APPOINTMENTS 


■  Ed  me  Ltd:  Margaret  Finney  is 
appointed  transport  manager.  She 
succeeds  Vic  Osborne,  who  has  retired. 
H  Jeyes  UK  Ltd:  Jimmy  Moir  has  been 
appointed  sales  and  marketing  director. 
He  joins  the  company  from  Proctor  & 
Gamble. 

■  Standring  Son  and  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Alain 
Brione  has  been  appointed  sales  director, 
and  Mr  George  Bleasby  financial  director 
and  company  secretary. 

■  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd:  Catherine  Symonds 
takes  up  a  nutritionist  post.  She  will  be 
involved  in  answering  technical  queries 
from  pharmacists  on  all  aspects  of  infant 
feeding. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Wednesday,  January  4 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceuiical  Society,  Jessop  Hospital 
Lecture  Theatre  (2nd  floor  of  School  of  Physiotherapy!,  at 
7.30pm.  Dr  G.  Booth,  School  of  Pharmacy,  Bradford 
University,  on  "The  new  Code  of  Ethics". 

Thursday,  January  5 

Huddersfield  Branch,  Pharmaceuiical  Society,  Commercial 
Hotel,  Church  Street,  Paddock,  Huddersfield,  at  8pm. 
Professor  A.H.  Beckett  on  "The  problems  of  dope  in  society 
and  sport  and  some  methods  for  its  control". 


■  LRC  Products  Ltd:  Mr  Victor  J. 
O'Shaughnessy  has  been  appointed 
managing  director.  He  will  replace  Mr 
George  Palmer  who  moves  to  a  group 
assignment  at  LRC  International  HQ. 

■  Norbrook  Laboratories  (GB)  Ltd  is  a 
new  subsidiary  company  of  Norbrook 
Laboratories,  responsible  for  marketing 
veterinary  pharmaceutical  products  to  the 
Far  East  and  Africa.  Mr  John  Lever, 
formerly  of  May  &  Baker,  is  the  sales 
director. 

■  Farley  Health  Products  Ltd:  Dr  Emyr 
Williams  has  been  appointed  marketing 
manager  (UK).  He  spent  eight  years  with 
Reckitt  &  Colman,  with  experience  in 
both  the  household  /  toiletries  and 
pharmaceutical  divisions.  This  included  a 
period  as  head  of  new  product 
development  in  the  pharmaceutical 
division.  Most  recently,  he  has  worked 
with  Imperial  Foods  as  general  marketing 
manager. 

Thames  Valley  Pharmacists'  Association,  Lecture  Theatre, 
Education  Centre,  Surgical  Block,  Kingston  Hospital, 
Galsworthy  Road,  Kingston-upon-Thames,  at  8pm.  Dr  CS. 
Mcintosh,  consultant  physician,  illustrated  talk  on 
"Diabetes". 

Birmingham  Security  and  Fire  Prevention  Equipment  and 
Services  Show,  Warwickshire  County  Cricket  Club,  Egbaston, 
January  25  &  26,  1984.  Inquiries  and  tickets  from  Miss  Sylvia 
Holmes  tel:  01-680  7525. 

Dairy  Crest,  (sponsored  by  Whey  Division),  Glaziers  Hall,  9 
Montague  Close,  London  Bridge,  London  SE1 ,  on  January  19, 
1984  at  10am.  Seminar  on  "Direct  compression  in  tablet 
manufacture".  Application  /  enquiries:  M.  Rigbv  /  Miss  A. 
Harding.  Tel:  Banbury  0295  57371. 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists,  Shepperton  Moat  House,  Felix 
Lane,  Shepperton,  Middlesex,  Tuesday  January  31  / 
Wednesday  February  1,  1984.  Teach-in  on  "Active  Agents  in 
Personal  Care  Products"  (limited  to  40  people).  Fees:  members 
£1 12.70,  non-members  £124.20.  Applications  to:  the  General 
Secretary,  Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists,  Marshall  Chambers, 
Mill  Street,  Luton,  Beds. 


CLASSIFIED 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


John  Richardson  Computers  Ltd.,  Unit  337,  Walton  Summit,  B amber  Bridge,  Preston  PR5  8AR.  Tel:  (0772)  323763 
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Exports 


Video  Rentals 


BUYING  *  SELLING  *  SHIPPING  *  CONFIRMING  *  WAREHOUSING  «  EXPORTING  *  PACKAGING 


COMPLETE 

EXPORT  SERVICE 

CONTACT  US  FOR  YOUR:  EXPORT 
REQUIREMENTS  INCLUDING  PROPRIETARY  - 
GENERIC  PHARMACEUTICALS  AND  BRANDED 

-  UNBRANDED  COSMETICS  WORLDWIDE. 
INQUIRIES  FROM  MANUFACTURERS  SEEKING 
EXPORT  MARKETS  FOR  THEIR  PRODUCTS  ALSO 
WELCOME. 

INTERPH ARM  EXPORTS  LTD. 
216  ST.  JAMES'S  ROAD.  CROYDON, 

SURREY  CRO  2BW. 
TELEX:  8951260  TEL:  01-683  1160 


K  EXPORTING  *  PACKAGING  K  FORWARDING  K  BUYING  X  SELLING  X  SHIPPING  X  EXPORTING 


Embroidery 


Garment  Embroidery 

Identify  your  pharmacy 


YOUR  NAME 


YOUR  NAME 


PHARMACY 


We  offer  a  professional 
embroidery  service  for  the 
retail  pharmacy. 
Overalls  supplied. 
No  minimum  quantities. 


tVt       Manhattan  Marking 


A 14  Pembrev  Industrial  Estate 
Pembrey,  Burrv  Port,  Dyfed  SA16  OEJ 
Tel:  Burrv  Porl  2390/3175  (STI)  05546) 


Trade  Services 


Tablet  Production, 
Liquid  Production, 
Powder  Production, 
Packing  ... 


CON  TRACT  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  LIMITED 
I'iirk  Rn.iu.  Overseal.  Burton-on- 1  reru.  SiafloTikhwi.' 
Telephone  (02S.^  221nln.  Telex  341345. 


VICTORIA  RENTS 
VIDEO  LIBRARIES 

4,000  titles  from  17 1/2p 
weekly.  Free  exchange. 

London  —  01-930  6076 
Manchester  —  061-728  2309 
Glasgow  -  041-332  4351 


Stock  for  sale 


L 


H 

Y 


R 


a 


i 


HURRY,  come  and  see  for  yourself, 

the  LARGEST  selection  in  the  UK  of 
the  FAMOUS  FRENCH  and 
the  very  BEST  of  BRITISH 
FRAGRANCES  and 
AFTERSHAVES,  a 

BREATHTAKING  collection  of 

C COSMETICS,  mountains  of 
CHRISTMAS  GIFT  SETS  and 
ACCESSORIES  galore. 
The  Highest  Quality  — 
at  the  Very  Lowest  Prices 
103-105  CHEETHAM  HILL  ROAD,  MANCHESTER  M8 
Open:  Monday- Friday  9  am-5.30  pm 
Sunday  9.30  am-2  pm 
*  EASY  PARKING  &  LOADING  * 


IMPORT/EXPORT 

Call  us  for  the  most  competitive  prices; 
The  best  range;  The  quickest  service; 
Cash  &  Carry  service. 

Telephone  or  write  to: 
EURO  CHEM  LTD., 
3  Prince  Close,  Walworth  Industrial  Estate, 
Andover,  Hampshire.  Tel:  0264  59872  and  0264  59585 


Stocktaking 


PHARMACY 
STOCKTAKING 

ECONOMICAL  FEES 
South  East  Stocktakers 

38  High  Street,  Ongar,  Essex 
Tel:  Ongar  364484    Hornchurch  41300 


R  &  M  Taylor 
Wholesalers  Ltd 

46  Bmntcliffe  Road,  Morley, 

Nr  Leeds 
Telephone  Leeds  522171 

Have  a  large  selection  of  discount 
toiletries,  cosmetics,  perfumes  and 
medicines. 

Trade  only 
Hours  of  opening:  8  30  5  30 
Monday  Friday:  8  30 -1  30  Sunday 


ALAMI  IMPORT  &  EXPORT  LTD 


ONE-SIZE 
TIGHTS 

from  £2.75  doz.  plus  VAT. 
Childs  Ribbed  tights  from  £4.66 
doz  Tax  Free.  Min.  order  10 
doz.  overall.  CWO.  Carnage 
free.  Full  price  list  with  other 
lines. 

E  &  R  KAYE, 

16/18  New  Bridge  Street, 
London  EC4. 

Est.  40  years 


HANDKERC  KW:  F  S    LOOSE  AND 
BOXED   RA.NGE  OF  TEA  TOWELS 
JACQUARO  AND  HANDLOOM 
TOWELS  PILLOW  CASES 
YELLOW  DUSTERS   FACE  CLOTHS 
BABY  NAPPIES  TERRY  SOCKS 
I  wimML.  rim;      BULK  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


HOPEGt AD£  HOl/Sf 
19  23  KINGSIANO  ROAD 
LONDON  12  8AA 

Tel  01  729  550t(4lpnes) 

Crfbli*.  SUMAMEX   ifJNOON    W.  8SJ9U.1  .11  AMI  G 


BRANDED  COSMETICS  & 
PERFUMES 

AT  COMPETITIVE  PRICES 

Come  and  see  our  very  ex  tensive  range 
CASH  &  CARRY:  Monday.  Tuesday,  Thursday. 
I  Oam  8pm,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  9om  5pm, 

Friday,  1  Oam- 6pm;  Sunday,  I  Oam  2pm 
We  also  offer  DEL  IV ER  Y  SER  VICE 

C.  T.  MARKETING  LTD. 
New  Tythe  Street,  Long  Eaton,  Notts 
Tel:  06076  61517 
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Chemist  and  Druggist's  Rates 


Shopfitting 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 

Ring  Andrew  Mogridge  ext.  272 
for  further  information 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
(Copy  date  4pm  1  uesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Display  /  Semi  Display  £1 1 .00 
per  single  column  centimetre, 
min  30mm.  Column  width 
42mm. 

Whole  Page  £950.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £500.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £280.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £2.50  extra 
Series  Discounts 
5%  on  3  insertions  or  over. 
10%  on  7  insertions  or  over. 
15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 


Price  Labels 


IT'S  THAT  MAN 

/km/Mm? 

Offering  you  an  early 
CHRISTMAS  PRESENT 

To  help  boost 

mma  mm  saii.es 

Following  our  successful  Autumn  Special  we  TOM  L  YDON 
follow  up  with  a  CHRISTMAS  CRACKERJACK 

BUY  A  BOX  OF  'SPECIAL  PRICE'  LABELS  FOR 
THE  SAME  PRICE  AS  YOUR  PRINTED  LABELS 
AND  WE'LL  SEND  YOU    A  FREE  PRICE 

mum 


36  rolls  per  box 
1500  labels  per  roll 
to  fit  M85  -  2206 
or  6/22  price  guns 


30  rolls  per  box 
1500  labels  per  roll 
to  fit  M105  -  2606 
or  6/26  price  guns 

SPECIAL  PRICE 


SAVE  5%  if  you  send 
cheque  with  order  — 
deduct  5%  we  will  then 
send  free  price  gun  and 
'Special  Price'  Labels 
within  7  days  Allow 
approx  28  days  for 
printed  labels. 


White  printed  —  74p  per  1000  removable  adhesive 
Minimum  order  —  3  boxes  at  £39.96  per  box  plus  VAT 
5  boxes  at  £32  40  per  box  plus  VAT 
Coloured  printed  (yellow-blue-red-greenl  —  82p  per  1000 
removable  adh. 
Minimum  order  —  3  boxes  at  £44.28  per  box  plus  VAT 
5  boxes  at  £36.72  per  box  plus  VAT 


White  printed  -  79p  per  1000  -  removable  adhesive 
Minimum  order  -  3  boxes  at  £36.90  per  box  plus  VAT 
5  boxes  at  £28.80  per  box  plus  VAT 

Coloured  printed  (yellow-blue-red-green)  —  87p  per  1000 
removable  adh. 
Minimum  order  —  3  boxes  at  £39.15  per  boxplusVAT 
5  boxes  at  £32  40  per  box  plus  VAT 

ORDER  ONE  BOX  OF  SPECIAL  PRICE'  LABELS 
WITH  YOUR  ORDER  FOR  PRINTED  LABELS  AND 
GET  FREE  PRICE  GUN 

Please  send:  3  boxes  +  1  box  'Special  Price'  □ 
Tick  appropriately  5  boxes  +  1  box  'Special  Price'  □ 
22  x  12mm  □  26  x  12mm  □ 
White  □  Coloured  □  State  which  colour 
Details  of  plain  labels  or  larger  quantities  □ 


Name: 
Address: 


Send  to:  Low  Price  Label  Co.  88.  Southbourne  Grove.  Westcliffe-on-Sea.  Essex. 
Telephone  0702  333761 


LEXDRUM 

0626  832308 

WE  OFFER  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

™^  LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

0626  832308 


ml 


marspec 

^CJSHOPFITTING  LTD 


Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at  competitive  prices. 
For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy  design. 
Telephone:  0392  216606 
Unit  4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  Devon. 


(LuxLine 


SHOPFITTING 
SERVICE 


IM.P.A.  &  IMUMARK  APPROVED 

FREE  PLANNING  AND  ADVICE. 
FOR  YOUR  SHOPFITTING 

PROJECT. 

Contact:  -  LUXLINE,  8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD, 

BEDS.  Tel:  0525  381356. 


Quality  and  original  Continental  System  plus 
total  package  NPA  recommended  NO 
system  matches  UMDASCH  for  quality. 
Prices  pleasantly  competitive.  See  for 
yourself.  .  .  there's  no  obligation. 

Umdasch  Systems,  Apels  Contracts  Ltd, 
Dal  low  Road,  Luton,  Beds  L  ill  1FP. 
Ring  L  uton  (0582)  30833  NO  W! 


SHOPFITTING 


Everything  you  need  to  know 
is  in  this  FREE  pack,  sent  by 
return  of  post.  ^Z^cj 

Group 

SHOWRAX 

Tower  Works,  Lower  Road, 
Gravesend,  Kent,  DA11  9BE 
Tel:  Gravesend  (0474)60671 


STORE 
FITTINGS 
LIMITED 

For  the  ULTIMATE  in 

pharmacy  design  with 
emphasis  given  to  individual 
requirements. 

Telephone: 
0626  832059 
Nothern  Sales: 
Carlisle  0228  47149 

Allplan  House,  Cavalier  Road, 
Heathfield,  Newton  Abbot, 
Devon  TQ12  6TG. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd  ,  Sidcup,  Kent  Pr 
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Manufacturing  &  Distributing  Services 


Doxatet 


is  Doxycycline 


A  new  DoxycYcline  tablet 
from  Cox  Pharmaceuticals 

Now  available 
from  your 
usual  wholesaler 

^M^^^0  Presentation:  Carton  containing  blister  strip  of  1 0  tablets  Basic  NHS 
MS/Sg^  Prtce  £-411  PL  1866/001 1  Legal  category  POM  Each  tablet  contains 
Kj^3|^K     Doxycjrcline  Hydrochloride  B  P  equivalent  to  lOOmg  Doxycycline  base 

^•■^^^  Cox  Continental  Limited.  Whiddon  Valley.  Barnstaple.  Devon  EX32  8NS  Tel  0271  75001 


Focus  Solutions 

Suppliers  ft  Wholesalers  of 
Contact  Lens  Solutions 
Eye  Care  Cosmetics 
and  Accessories 

Abatron  Allergan 

Barnes  Hind 
Bausch  £t  Lomb 
British  American  Optical 

Burton  Parsons 
Calotherm  Contactasol 
Cooper  Vision 
Eye  Care,  Hydron,  Kelvin 

Optique,  Sauflon 
Smith  &  Nephew,  Titmus 

Telephone  Marion  Byers  at 
Berkhamsted  (04427)  74326 
for  details 

Focus  Contact  Lenses 

Northbndge  Road,  Berkhamsted, 
Herts.,  HP4  1EH 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  001. 
Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


ZAF  complete  shopfitting  systems, 
counters  and  showcases  for  the  modern 
pharmacy  at  competitive  prices. 
(N.P.A.  AND  NUMARK  APPROVED) 

ZAF  LIMITED, 

Lillington  Road  North, 

Bulwell,  Nottingham  NG6  8HG 

Tel:  0602  753728  (10  lines).  Telex:  377739 


JOHN  D0WELL  &  SONS  LTD 

OF  SAFFRON  WALDEN 


Suppliers  of  the  "Dormel"  Infant  Miniature  Feeder  &  Spare  Latex  Teats  for 
well  over  50  years  —  obtainable  from  the  ma|onty  of  Chemist  Wholesalers 

Orders  (wholesale  only)  and  enquiries  to: 
John  Dowell  &  Sons  Ltd,  c/o  R.  Higgs,  264  St  Barnabas  Road, 
Woodford  Green,  Essex  IG8  7DP.  Phone:  01-504  8718. 


PARACETAMOL  TABLETS? 

WE'RE  THE  UK's  LARGEST  SPECIALIST  PRODUCER! 

In  bulk  or  bottles,  strip  pack  or  own  label  —  try  us  for 
aspirin  or  saccharin  too! 

Fast  service  —  unbeatable  prices  —  from 

THE  WALLIS  LABORATORY, 

11 CAMFORD  WAY,  SUNDON  PARK,  LUTON  LU3  3AN 
TEL:  Luton  (0582)584884 


Apeils  Systems 


From  Apeils  Systems  a  com- 
plete range  of  shop  and  dispensary 
equipment  designed  to  increase 
your  profits 


Umd  r  cm  The  modular  system  lor 
_J  your  ideas 

Prei  ision  Dispensary 
ill.  I  Id  stock  control  system 

Unit  F.  Dalroad  Industrial  Estate 
Dallow  Road,  Luton 
Bedfordshire  LU1 1SP 
Telephone:  Luton  (0582)  30833 


COMPUTER  SELF  ADHESIVE, 
PEEL  ABLE  DISPENSING  LABELS 


AS  ONE  OF  THE  LEADING  SPECIALIST  LABEL 
MANUFACTURERS.  WE  HAVE  THE  FACILITIES  TO 
PRODUCE  THE  RIGHT  SIZE  COMPUTER  LABEL  FOR  YOU 
TO  SUIT  WHICHEVER  COM PUTE R  P R I NTE R  YO U  H AVE 


Prompt  Delivery    wherever  you  are  situated,  we  are  never 
too  far  from  you  SOS  deliveries  3  4  days  Normal  delivery 
1  O  days  max 


Customised  Labels  Special  logo  and  lettering  if  required 
Choice  of  5  ink  colours  Very  competitive  prices  No 

charges  for  blocks  artwork  or  delivery 


For  further  details  write  to 
DIPPON  LABEL  COMPANY 

Unit  1  1 ,  Premier  Trading  Est  ,  Dartmouth  Middleway.  Aston. 
Birmingham  B7  4AT 


•    Tel. 021  359  8183  2  ii 
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In  the  ward, 
theatre 
and  in  the 

home... 

Vernaid®  Sterile  Dressing 
Packs,  used  under  the  exacting 
conditions  of  hospital  operating 
theatres  and  wards,  have  a 
reputation  for  the  highest  quality 
throughout  the  medical  world. 

The  same  high  standards  are 
maintained  for  the  preparation  of 
Vernaid®  Drug  Tariff  Dressing 
Packs  for  dispensing  or  sale  to  patients  at  home. 


VernaiS 


The  leading  name  in  Sterile 
Dressing  Packs  in  the  hospital 
and  home. 

From  your  usual  wholesaler. 


Vernon-Carus  Limited 
Penwortham  Mills,  Preston,  Lanes.  PR1 9SN 
Telephone:  Preston  (0772)  744493/8 


